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PREFACE. 



Of the numerous translations from the German 
which have been put forth within the last few years, 
none, perhaps, have excited more general attention 
than the selections from the '' Kinder und Haus 
Mahrchen^' of M. M. Grimm, published under the 
title of "German Popular Stories." To 
the juvenile world they presented a. rich and varied 
treat, and formed an invaluable addition to the 
treasure before possessed of that legendary lore 
in which the youthful mind loves to revel with 
insatiable eagerness and delight ; while to the adult 
reader they were curious, as shewing the origin 

of many of our most familiar nursery tales, and 
interesting, as awakening reminiscences connected 

with the most joycrus period of his existence. 

In short, the reception which they experienced 
was such as to excite a hope, that a further selection 
of tales of a similar kind would not prove unaccept- 
able to the English reader; and to this hope the 
present unpretending volume owes its origin. 



(V) 



has di$reg«rded the opinionB of one or two experi- 
enced Ihmury friends^* who contended that the tales 
weie good, but that they ^ould be subjected to a. 
ftfiMcimentOy or le-handlmg, to adapt them to the 
Englidi taste. Had adaptation been his object, it 
camiot be doubted but that object might have been 
aooomplidied with very little trouble; but the 
difersity of opmion which he found, upon the 
subject, among the few friends who perused the 
manusoipt, reminding him forcibly of the faUe of 
liie old man and his ass, determined the translator to 
proceed on his (»iginal plan. 

It remains to say one word touching the origin 
<tf the tales. The author in his '* Preface for 
Parents,'* gives the following account of them. 

*"I%iestory of the"AvBNGiNG Cudgel" will be 
recognized as a well known popular tale ; the present 
form is that in which I more frequently found it, 
and which I consider to be the most genuine.'' 

"For the story of "The Two Foundlings 
OP THE Spring," I am indebted to the recollection 
of my grandfather, when in his 70th year, who 
rdated it to me so often, in common with most of 
the tales of ** The Arabian Nights,'^ that I was 
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THE BLACK GUITAR. 



CHAPTER I. 



M. HERE was once a knight named Arbogast, who 
dwelt in a solitary castle, in a tliick wood, that lay far 
from any city; and but few shepherds had settled and " 
built thar huts near the castle; and their cattle pas- 
tured Ml the meadows in the vicinity. And the castle 
was buried amid lofty oaks, with spreading branches, 
leafy beech trees, and gloomy pines, which quite con- 
cealed it in their deep shade, and gave it so sombre an 
appearance, thatit was generally known among the few 
whohadeverseenit, by thenameofthe Finsterburg, 
or the Gloomy Castle. And the interior was not more 
lively, for it was nut without reason that Arbogast was 
called by his own vassals and servants "the gloomy 
kniglit." Since the time that he lost bis wife, Lady 
Gwtrude, and their little daughter, his favorite, on 
one day without bis domestics knowing whither tbey 
had both vanished, bis natural sternness of character 
had deepened and settled into sullen and habitual 
melancholy. 

For some time after the mysterious disappearance of 
the gentle Lady Gertrude, it !iad been the knight's 
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4 THE BL\CK GUITAR. 

<;ustoni to quit the castle every spring witii his atten- 
dants, and not to return home until late in tbe autmno, 
iuid after very longjounieys. He then spent the wititea: 
in perilous exercises, hunting the wolf iind wild boar, 
until, with the first peeping of the birch-buds, he started 
again on his expeditions. Buteventheattenduntswho 
were his constant companions on these long journeys, 
knew not why he undertook them, and only imagined 
that he sought his lost lady and her infant daught«|^ 
However, for someyears, Arbogast had given up tfaesr 
annual excursions, and went out to hunt only now and 
then, when he had been sitting for several weeks Id 
speechless gloom, brooding with beetling brows and 
a fixed, vacant eye. Then be would suddenly start up 
and rush wildly out j and his attendants followed turn 
ui silence ; and they would oflen say to one anolh^, 
" Itmustbe some evil spirit that possesses our master, 
and robs him of his soul's peace." And others said 
yet severer things of him, as "Yes! the evil spirit that 
is in him, is probably no other than his own conscience, 
which oppresses him for some evil deed ; for form^riy, 
he was an active, cheerful man." 

And when Arhogast returned from his huntinfT 
excursions, he wrapt himself up again in gloom and 
silence ; and all was still around liim, like himself. — r 
Nay he was even displeased when his own and only 
ion, the twin-brother of his favorite, frolicked about i 
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him in rhitdisb artiessness (rati called hiin father. 
Indeed, he could not endure tlie Sight of the hoy, 
and seemed to harbour an inveterate ifislike to him, 
for which reason he had long since grven him over to 
the care of okl Lenthokl, who watched with patei'nal 
fondness over his yonth. 

And Adelbert, that was the knight's son, gre* up 
in cheerful innocence, and became a perfect model'of 
grace and elegance. As it was his fathfr's desire, he 
learnt of old Levitliold todraw the cross-bow, to haij^fc 
his sword, to curb his hcrse, and to wield the speartind 
battle-axe ; but as soon as the hmtfS of exeroisewer^ 
over, be would take off his sWonl and spurs, and hawg 
bis cross-bow on ' its nail, and then go down 'to ■'ft^ 
children of the shepherds in the valley ; and his bbsoRi 
swelled as he listened to their t:iles. But ins g;reut^t 
pleasure was derived from heaving an old hermit-like 
man, who was generally knowTi by the name of grand- 
father, sing an ancient ballad, with a feeble, tremulous 
vmce, while he accompanied himselfon an old shattered 
gnitar; and often, the old man Would give him Ad 
guitar into his hand, and teach him to tmich the strfiigS'.'' 
And when the grandfather related to him how ibat 
there were many of the sons Hf knighthood, who hat! 
notdedicated their whole lives to ttielistsmid the c1if(ce, 
but had jonmeyed from country to country with their 
joyous harps, rejoicing all hearts, whereverthey came. 
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aDdhadbeenhonoredaDdesteemed by kings and noble 
ladies, Adelbert's heart rose with eager desire and emn* 
latioii, and he lay, usually, the following night, sleepless 
upon his pillow, and prayed earnestly to God — " Ok 
grant that I may become a minstrel, but one of thift 
best whose n;ime is liailed from land to land!" And 
he went down oftener and oftener to the old grand)- 
lather, anii soon learnt to elicit little meiixlies Iron 
the strings, and to sing a ballad of hisowu composing 
And when he sang, the shepherds listened eageiiy, 
both yming and old, and extolled his song, althon^ 
theydid not always understand it; fortUeburtheaofit 
was ever his earnest longing for the gift of minstrel^ 
But the old grandfather scanned well the emotioiu cf 
his breast, and advised htm one day to go and ask Uk 
father for what he so earnestly longed to have, oddity, 
" methinks, I woidd not refuse it to my son." ' 

Then Adelbert rose quickly and ran up to the castle^ 
and wentto his father, yet out of breath, and said — "'I 
hope, dearfather,you will not refuse the request which 
I am going to make, or scold me for a child , altbou^ 
ray wish appear to you to be achildish one ; for it arises 
not from childish eagerness for novelty, but the whole 
happiness of my future life depends upon it," 

And Arbogast was seated in the hall, when his son 
entered so hastily, and was gazing out of the window 
with distended eyelids, dead to all around him. But 
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when he had said this, tiie koight turued with a look 
of wonder and inquiry towards the boy, now grown up 
almost to manhood, and bed^oned to him to pronounce 
bijwish. And Adetbert said" Sendaservantquickly, 
father, and let him bring me a guitar- for I will not 
beiiome a knight." Aiid he had scarcely got to the end 
before his father started in his rattling armour, and 
seized )iis sword, which stood beside him, and struck 
the hiit of it against tlie marble table, so that the slab 
was broken in pieces, and stamped with his foot that 
the hall shook, and sparks flew from the stone pave* 
ment; and he cried with a voice of thunder "Ha! who 
has taught thee that word, boy 1 the word I detest 
above all others ! that I thought never to hear again ! 
Who named tbat word to thee 1 and have they at last 
told thee of the Black Guitar ? say ! have they ; 
have tbey?" and the youtli answered, somewhat 
frightened, — "No, father, I know nothing of the. 
Black Guitar ! but how should the name be so hate- 
ful, when the thing itself is so agreeable, and must 
have been a gift from heaven, with its gentle tones?" 

"Away ! away ! out of my sight !" cried the raving 
knight, " and come not again into my presence." 

Then Adelbert quitted the hall, sorrowfiil and dis- 
mayed, and the angry father slammed after him the 
heavy foldmg door. 





And the fplloving night th^, geatle -youth I^y-ii) 

his solitary, gloomy chamber, and could not sleepj 
The figure of hisenragedfather was continually hetbr^ 
his eyes, aud he was at a loss to imagine why the wor^ 
that was to him the dearest of all, should be so hatefuj 
to his parent. And tlie more he reflected upon the 
circumstance, the stronger grew his ardent wish to un-i 
ravel the mystery of Uie Black Guitar. And he had not 
Iain long, aad all had become stilt in the castle and io, 
thecourt-yard, when the moon darted hersilvery beam^ 
through the round panes of his casement, aod at tba 
same instant he thought tbere were some wonderfuUji 
sweet tmkliug sounds in the air, harmonizing with his- 
■ half-dreaming fantasy ; and the sounds were entirely- 
new to him, and they were soft and soothing beyont}, 
Boy thing he had ever heard. And so he sprang upi 
and put his head out of window, to ascertain what th^ 
sounds were, and wheoce they proceeded. But a»„ 
he looked out into the still castle court, he heard.^ 
nothing, save the snorting of the horses in the stable^ 
below, and now and then a single tread of their hoofs./ 
And just as he was withdrawing from the window., 
the sounds were again wafted towards him. But hej* 
could not distinguish wh^er they were the purest.. 
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accents of the human voice, or issued from the 
most perfect stringed instnuaent. He perceived, 
however, that the tones proceeded from the solitfirj 
tower near the chapel — at the same time it struck 
him to enqttire, as he had often done before, why the 
doors of that tower were walled up, and secured yet 
more, with heaps of stones and rubbish: but as nobody 
had ever given him a satisfactory answer, and his father 
had evinced great displeasure at his curiosity when a 
boy, he had not again ventured to ask, why the fine 
lofty tower was never used, since it alone seemed to 
command a prospect over the wood. He rememr 
bered, too, that he had often seen the bimtsmen and 
servants shew signs of fear whenever their duty detained 
them late in the castle-court, and that they ran quickly 
pasttbe tower and the chapel. The shepherds also, be 
recoliecled, had often related to him, that when. In the 
summer season, they remained out all night long with 
their cattle, they frequently heard delightful sounds is- 
sue from thetower, and between- whiles a faint scream , 
and cry for help. While all these reflections were pass- 
ing through his mind , the melodious sounds wafted over 
again from the summit of the tower, enchantingly. 
And he could not withstand their secret power, nor the 
impulse of his own curiosity. — It seemed to him that 
the tower contained some great, and almost incon- 
ceivable treasure, which he was to win now, or never. 
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Accordingly, he arose from his sleepless couch, aud 
threw uii his clothes, and hitnicd duwii the spiral stain, 
and through the open door of the court-yard, to th& 
tower, and the chapel. And he stood at the foot ofj 
the tower, and looked up, and sought hf re and soilghtj 
there, and there was no entrance, save one, which was 
strongly barricaded, and secured hv aheap of stones. 

At length it occurred to him that there might be 
another entrance within the wall that extended from 
the tower to the chapel — and be climbed the wall, 
leaped boldly down oa the other side; but the height 
was too great, and he lay stunned upon the sod. 

Becovering from his stupefaction, he fbiind him- 
self on a small spot of ground, i^nclnsed bj the wrft,' i 
the chapel, and the tower; and near him was' flHtfle 
mound ofearthj covering a grave, with a wooden cross 
at the end. And the elder-trees by the chapel wall 
waved towards the grave, and scattered (heir little 
white blossoms upon its mossy bank. And looking up || 
towards the casement window of the tower, he per- | 
ceived in the middle of it a strange, pale light, which 
faintly illummed the interior. Aud the wonderful 
sounds that he had before heard at a distance, now 
raug close to him ; and the tones became sweeter and 
more soothing, and more enchanting, so that the youtfi, 
thought to himself, — " Never in my life have I heard 
such delightful music ; it must surely be the songs of 
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the holy 'flakitsy that they sing ki Paradise^ ^tbe good 
old ^frioidifetb^t 'ha» ^6 often told moii • And while be 
wife M^tUilifcii^^'the'tbnes becaiiMi i 
the^^t«:^rds, afid'h^ distinotlj- heard the follow* 






Are stirring wltbin : 
From the tower-window s height 
iTbere'resodnd^th afar 
^ ' ' The song^ of the sprite ,,.... 

■'-■.. . J i! Of the Black GfiStdr; r 

.:''■■ '■.;■■:•.••' • I : . . ■■: ''..:«;■ 

;^v5;eg,. yes," said A^elbert^ '^ that is ,the B,^k 
Gkutar i I knew it must he thi^t." Ajud the tpnes 
cwtmu^d:r-n,..^ 



OH ! my son ! be thy sleeping 
'' ' Unbroken, and at ease, 
''•' '^' toy thlB#bispers and the weeping ' 
■['• - ., < a / Of the green eider-^rees. 
-r ^ , ^ I . * vIProiD ! tho tom^ hapten here, 
^',rri r. f, .! ), Thou mother ! to thy child: 
if.'i, ■ <. Ap4 )>^athe into his ear 

Dreams oioinous and wild. 



'/'•,■■'■. 



"*Hie lum^'w^t on; but Adelbeif s ey^ w^t^ dosed 
iii'de^, 'suad a ^in^Iar dream passed orchis Spirit. 
JiM'in W dt^aih he thought £hat he heh^Id the mossy 
llflldck open, and ftdm l£e IJosom of the ptea itod. 



12 



THE BLACK GUITAH 




I 



which separated like a little heap of leaves, arose 
the figure of a beautiful female, in a rol>e that wa»' 
iw white as the elder blossom ; and her blond hait 
wa^ed in rich ringlets upon her shoulders, and her ejeg' 
smiled as mildly blue as the little forget -me-noli' 
flower, which Adelbert liad often seen the shepherds' 
boys pluck on the rivulet's brink. And Adelbert, 
in his dream, thought that it was an angel. And there 
hung upon her forehead a cluster of drops of blood, 
which had clotted iu her hair. 

And when she had half raised herself out of the 
grave, the music ceased, and there came through 
the air a hissing sound, like the wings of the QyAy 
cleaving the air, as she goes out in the twilight to 
seek her prey. And when Adelbert looked up, ha 
perceived in the air, over the outer wall of Ihe cas- 
tle, the figure of a knight upon a black winged horse. 
And the knight was also in black armour; only the 
plumes of his helmet gave forth a fiery glare over tha 
inidaight spectre. And as tlie frightful figure had 
passed the castle wall, as Adelbert dreamed, the black 
steed waved liis gigantic pinions slower, and slower 
])assed the apparition. And Adelbert remarked that 
the black knight held a young female before hira, 
on the saddle, grasping her with his arm, white'* 
she bent herself down, struggling : and as he came 
over the figure in the grave, the young female bent 
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Jet further down from the steed, and the other raised 
her hands in the air and cried " Lost child ! Oh ! my 
lost chdd !" And the apparition passed over; and as 
it vanished away, Adelbert heard the maiden cry in 
piteous accents "My mother! oh my mother!" And 
when they were passed over, the female in the grave 
wraug her hands above her head, and raised a mourn- 
ful cry, and screamed aloud for help. 

And in his dream, Adelbert pitied the fair lady and 
went to her to comfort her; and she folded him in 
her arms, and called him her son. Then Adelbert 
knewwhyshehadappearedso kind and gentle to him, 
for she was his long-lost mother. And he thought that 
as she held him in her arms, he vfas still but a little 
child, and she rocked him in her lap, and related to 
him a story. 

And this was the story that she related to him in 
his dream: — " There was once a knight, who had a 
faithl'ul wife, and she brought him two children, a 
little boy, and a Uttle girl ; and the little girl was the 
knighfs favorite. And it happened that the knight 
was obliged to go a long journey, and to take with him 
all his servants and vassals. And as he took leave 
of his faithful wife, he gave her a guitar that was 
black and inlaid with costly peails; and as he gave 
it to her he said— "Watch over my children, andkeep 
them from all ill. I haveapowerfulenemywhoseeks 
o injure them ; therefore take this guitar, and if you 
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are disposed to wander witbout the castle, with the 
children, forget not to carry it with you. Then if 
any danger threatens you or them, strike the strings 
courageously, and you will need no further safeguard ; 
for the guitar possesses, in the hands of every gentle 
being, like thyself, a hallowed, protecting power." 
And with that the knight departed ; and his wife 
nursed and watched over his children with fondness 
and fidelity. 'And it happened that, one fine evening 
in autumn, she went with her children in front of the 
castle, and sat there upon the stone bank beneath the 
lime-trees, awaiting her husband's return. And her 
children, then two years of age, sported about her in 
the high grass, and she had carelessly given them the 
guitar to play with, and the boy dragged it after him, 
by its broad gold band, for his cart; and just as the 
boy had drawn it behind a hedge of roses, at a litfle 
distance, the knight's great enemy came forth from 
behind the trees, and seized the little girl as sbs 
was playing, andswungheruponhisblack horse, and 
bore her away through the air. And the mother hur- 
ried too late after the guitar, and wept and wrang 
her hands in vain. 

" And the same evening, she was kneeling down 
in the most secluded comer of the castle garden, near 
the chapel, praying; and her husband came home 
suddenly and alone, and went to her and said " Thoa 
liast lost my favorite to the foe ! thou shalt die for H, 
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here, in the green grass ! " And he raised his broad 
sabre, and gave her a deep wouud across the head, 
and she sank down, dying, to the earth. Aod when 
she was dead, he buried her on the same spot, near 
the chapel'wall ; and before his servants came, he en- 
closed the corner, where her grave was, witli a very 
high wall, that separated it from the castle-court; and 
the guitar he hung up in the round tower, and closed 
up the entrance, and hid it behind a heap of stones. 
"And the poor mother has no rest in the grave till 
the child be liberated from the foe; and the knight 
has no peace in his soul till he recover lus favorite, and 
no forgiveness to hope for, until be weep over his son, 
also, as lost," 

And when the figure in the grave bad ended this sto> 
ry, she clasped her Adctbert to her bosom, and pressed 
his lips, and said " I consecrate thee 1" and when she 
bad said it she sank down into the earth ; and her lips 
fieltcold as she kissed him, and the undermost of the 
dropsofblood fell upon his forehead. And with that 
he awoke, and found himself upon the mossy hillock ; 
and the sounds rang or, in their singular i 
And he distinguished the following words:— 



Awake, my son, 'tis time- 
On th(! gTETB where n 



^H To tlt< 

L 



Take tlie wonderful Guitar. 
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For by thee alone, my son, 
Shall the fadeless wreath be won : — 
To thee thy mother's dooni'd to owe 
Helease from death, and pain, and woe, — 
And joya that only Angela know ! 

'Tis Ihou alone 
Canst free from the fire. 

From the brand of the evil one, 
The soDl of thy sire ! 

Then Adelbert was greatly shocked, for it was clear , 
to him that the story which he had dreamt was the sto- 
ry of his owa family, and that he alone coiild bring it 
to a conclusion : and it fell heavily upon his heart that 
he had been the cause, although the innocent one, of 
his mother's cruel death, and the loss of his twin-sister. 

And he arose and endeavoured to mount up to the * 
tower-lattice, and he succeeded without any difficulty, ' 
for the stones were rough, and formed themselves 
under his feet and hands to perfect steps. And when 
he reached the opening, he saw the guitar hanging 
within-side by the gold band, and he reached his hands 
between the bars to take it, but alas 1 the bars were 
too close to permit it to pass ; and he tried all ways, 
taming it inside and outside and sideways, but all 
in vain ! And it happened that as he turned it, his 
finger touched its golden strings — and, lo ! scarcely 
were the heavenly sounds produced, when the bars of 
the casement opened, and he drew it out readily, and 
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suspended it by the gold band aoross his shoulder and 
descended. And before he remounted the wall to get 
over into the court yard, he turned once more to 
the moss-covered grave^ and sang to the sound of 
the guitar: — 

Gentle mother, fare thee well ! 

Thy son renounces all repose 
Till he dissipate the spell. 

And release thee from thy woes. 
Oentle mother, fare thee well ! 

In quiet may thy ashes rest ! 
By no unhallowed foot.be prest 
Thy grassy bed ! 
Nor sorrow more, 
Nor wicked power, 
Disturb the dead ! 

In quiet may thy ashes rest, 
' Till thou'rt numbered with the blest 

In Paradise! 
. May visions^ soothing, sweet, 
Come o'er thee, till we meet 
Above the skies ! 

• 

And when he had sung these words, he climbed 
up to the top of the high wall, and leaped down 
into the court yard. Then he crept away softly to his 
chamber, and buckled on his swolrd and spurs. And 

C8 



18 THB fiLACK GUITAR. 

as he was going oiit^ h^ saw old Ijenthokl Ijfidg in 
the hall ; and the ni(>on-beaLms Ml npoii his vefie^ 
rable l6cks^ and revealed his mild coimtJEaiaiice. 
Then Adelbert thought to himself— '' Thy fAiktT 
must bewail thee as lost; that is healingto hisw6iixid- 
ed spirit; bnt the old man who watched over thy 
tender years, and loved thee all aloAg more than 
many a father loves his chilly he will be comfortless 
if thou goest hence without his knowing whither, 
and for what* — But how delightful it would be if 
he accompanied thy wandering steps!" And h^ 
knelt down upon one knee before the faithful Leut- 
hold, and touched the strings of his guitar, and sang 
to it : — 

Wake ! faithful one, awake ! 
Thy trasty faulcheoo take, 

And saddle quick thy steed : 
For long 'ere break of day 
Thy Lord his toilsome way 

Alone and comfortless shall speed. 
Silent and sorrowing. 

Through the dark night, 

In perilous flight, 
His dim path following, 

Think'st not thy coansel he shall need ? 
Up then ! and boldly with him flee, 
Or he will no more return to thee. 
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Then the old domestic arose in his sleep, and went 
down softly, and saddled their two horses, sleepicg, 
and mounted with his young master ; and they both 
rode out through the castle gates, which softly opened, 
and through the narrow defiles of the valley, into the 
wide world. And when awakened life reanimated 
the Fintterburg, the two fugitives were already 
far off. 



CHAP. III. 

And the gloomy knight sat for several days in his 
castle hall, before his broken table, enveloped in 
more than ordinary heaviness of mind, when he at 
length leamt from his attendants, the tidings, that 
his son Adelbert had vanished, together with old 
Leuthold, and that no trace of them was to be dis- 
covered in the forests, far and near. And from 
that hour a deeper melancholy shrouded his spirit, 
so that he never again went out into the forests, at 
night, to hunt the wild beasts, as he had occasionally 
continued to do. And the decrepitude of age came 
over him, while yet in the prime of his years ; and 
he never more quitted his gloomy castle, but passed 
a cheerless, desolate, and sorrowful existence. — And 
the grass began to grow in the castle road, and 
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under the portcullis, and the gates moved with dif- 
ficuity, and creaked upon their rusty hinges. 

And the third morning after their departure, 
Adelbert and Leuthold sat down in the shade of some 
beech trees, to repose themselves. — Then Leathold 
suddenly looked earnestly in Adelbert'a face, and 
said " What spot is that upon your forehead ?" 
and the youth passed his h<uid across his brow 
to wipe it away, but Leuthold said, " No, no, it is not 
gone! why surely it is a spot of blood ! have yon killed 
anybody V And Adelbert was very sorrowful and 
said " Yes, it is almost so: my mother died through 
me, and let a drop of her blood fall upon my forehead 
out of her matted hair, aud I must hear th^ mark until 
she sleep at peace in her tomb, aud my crime be fully 
expiated. But question me no further, my faithful 
Leuthold, for all you must not know." And the old 
faithful domestic asked no more questions, but moun- 
ted his horse with his young master, and went on. 
And they journeyed always towards the part where 
the sun sets. And it happened, that one day they 
arrived at a sleep, rocky hill, upon whose extensive 
summit there was a large city ; and Leuthold ascend- 
ed by the nearest footpath, to seek a lodging for his 
young master. His horse he \e^t with Adelbert at the t 
foot of the rocky wall ; and Adelbert had also dis- 
mounted from his weary steed, to repose himself 
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in the high grass of the meadow, near a cave in the 
rock, which opened behind some tail rushes. And as 
he was accustomed to do, he did then: he took his 
beautifiil instrument, from which he learnt every day 
to elicit sweeter tones, and played many a soft me- 
lody in the sultry rays of the antomDal sun. 

And he had not played long before the horses came 
galloping and snorting, with manes scattered in the 
wind, and eyes wildly rolling, and reared and plunged ; 
and it was only as he sang to them that they were 
stilled, and went and laid themselves down behind 
him. And he was sure that there must be some 
wild beast near to scare the noble animals in that 
manner. And when he looked round he beard a 
hollow voice proceeding from the cave, and saw a 
huge ball-shaped monster come rolling forward, and 
after it came several smaller monsters. And when 
it bad rolled out into the daylight, it proved to be s 
large dragon, and the little ones were her seven young 
dragons. And their disgusting forms imroUed them- 
selves in the evening sunshine. Then Adelbert per- 
ceived large glittering scales upon their snake-like 
bodies, and their claws were armed with long sharp 
barbs, and their tails ended also in long barbed 
points, resembling a whalers harpoon ; and on the 
sides of their bodies were fixed large bat-like wings. 
Their heads were of a blue and yellow color, and re- 
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sembled distorted human conntenances, wiA project- 
ing, fiery eyes. And when they perspired, a black 
vapour issued from their gaping' nostrils. 

And when the monsters Iiad disentangled their 
lengthy bodies, they stationed themselves in a semi- 
circle around Adelbert, and fixed him with their fiery 
©yes, and opened wide their gigantic jaws, studded 
with lo»g pointed teeth. And Adelbert saw how the 
labourers in the distant fields threw down their im- 
plaments of husbandry, and mounted the steep aides of 
the rock, eager to regain the city gates ; and how the 
oxen and sheep fled in terror from the meadows, and 
sought refuge in the woods, and farm yards. And 
be felt, himself, somewhat intimidated, but be ven- 
tared not to rise and flee away, because he should 
then, he feared, more certainly fall a prey to the 
hideous monsters. 

And half in fear, and half in uncertainty what to 
do, he continued playing his guitar; but the move- 
ment was mechajiical, for be knew not what he did. 
And as he perceived that the dragons had quietly 
encamped around, and seemed to be attentive to the 
music, he atrack. the strings with reviving courage ; 
and the dragons grew more and more attentive, 
and Adelbert grew bolder, too, and sang the follow- 
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A youth sat under a beetling rock 
And swept the strings of gold : 
From a drear cave, hewn by an earthquake's shock. 

Towards him a monster roli'd ; 
And behind her so frightful and foul a brood, 
That the heart of the minstrel was half subdued ; 
Yet still the golden wires among, 
Fluttereth many a thrilling tone, 
For o'er them his hand is unconsciously flung, 
And still they its mastery own. 

And when he had sung so far, he beheld the mon- 
sters stretch open their frightful jaws and yawn ; and 
presently they closed their eyes to listen — and Adel- 
bert continued : — 

As the dragon lay round him, with all her brood. 

Greedily heark'ning in rude surprize. 
Her offspring frisking in frolicsome mood, 

The young bard's courage began to rise. 
In a richer flow his song is poured ; — 

And the monsters, in rapture, each wild gush drink. 
Till slowly their bright eyelids are lowerM, 

And drowsily down at his feet they sink. 
Sound on, thou Guitar of the witching cord. 
And be henceforth ever his magic word! 

And wh<^n he had finished singing, it was even as 
he had sung; the dragons were sunk into a deep 
sleep and snored; and the venemous vapour rose in 
Uttle blue flames out of their nostrils. 
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Then Leutbold returned in haste from the city, for 
he had heard from the fugitive hiisbaDdmeD, that the 
dragon had iasued from the cave with herwhole brood, 
and must surely have devoured the strange youth 
with the guitar, who was seated close to the entrance 
of it. And when the old man drew near, and be- 
held his young master seated fearlessly in the midst 
of the venemous monsters, singing and boldly striking 
the cords, he cried out to him in terror and astonish- 
ment, "Why, how now? Adelbert! my Adelbert! what 
companions you have gathered round you! But 
Adalbert beckoned to him to be silent, and whispered 
" Bring chains that we may secure the monsters io 
their sleep." And Leutbold went up into the town, 
and brought all the chains that he could collect to- 
gether. And while Adelbert went from one to the 
oth»r of the dragons, playing a Uttle air to each, as 
he snored, Leutbold put his chains round them all, 
and secured them ; first the old dragon, and thea 
her brood. 

And as they were now all bound with heavy chains 
and still heavier sleep, Adelbert said, go up into 
the city, and let great quantities of wood be brought 
that we may build a funeral pile around the dragons, 
and so bum them, that the laud may be freed from 
Buch a terrible scourge. And Leutbold went up into 
the city; and whea he brought intelligence to the 



THE BLACK. GUITAR. 25 

citizens of what he and his young master had done, 
and bow they now thought to bum the monsters with 
fire, there was a great jubilee among all the people ; 
for the dragon had already done great mischief, with 
her brood, both to men and cattle. 

And they brought together, in haste, a great quan- 
tity of wood, and built a large pile around the dragons, 
and set tire to it in all quarters at once. And the 
sleeping monsters did not awake until the flames 
blazed up on all sides, and met over them, and then 
they strove to escape ; but before they could disen- 
tangle themselves from their chains, the flames 
reached them and consumed them to ashes, asiid 
dreadful hawhngs and hissings. And when the flames 
died away, and there was nothing left but a heap of 
smoking ashes, Adelbert turned towards the city, and 
Leii^old with him, to shew him the inn. 

And the people all encircled them, and accompa- 
nied them with rejoicings, and led them before the 
king of the land, who held his court in that city. — 
And the king received the young knight with great 
kindness and honor, and offered him a lodging in 
his castle, entreating him to spend some time with 
him, that he might shew him the honors he deserved, 
for the greiat service which he had rendered to himself 
and his people. 
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This friendly and flattering invitatbn Adalbert 
accepted, and dwelt, with his faithful Leuthold, in 
the king's palace. 



CHAP. IV. 

Adelbert and Leutliold had tarried but a few 
weeks at the king's court, and the leaves had already 
fallen from the trees, and the autumnal winds howled 
through the naked branches; and a few weeks more 
and the winter came with its cold rains, interrupted 
by snow-storms. And during that dismal season Adel- 
bert sat many an hour with the king and his nobles 
and courtiers, in the lai^e ball of his castle, with its 
fine marble columns and warm stove, and ponied 
forth such joyous and enUvening strains, that all who 
heard him, felt their hearts open, as if spring had re- 
turned with its flowers, and its fresh sprouts, and its 
nightingales. And often, when the king had been 
delighted with his minstrelsy, he would turn to Adel- 
bert and say, — " Desire whatever pleaseth thee on 
earth, thou heavenly minstrel, and I will give it thee 
as far as lies in my power ; but promise me then , to stay 
withmesoJongasmy weak life shall last, and brighten, 
with your sweet melody, the small remnant of my 
days." 
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And one day when the king had spoken thus, \de\- 
bert answered, — " How gladly would I fulfil your 
wish, my royal host, if my higher duty did not forbid 
it. With me it rests to impart peace to my mother 
in the grave, and to rescue my futber's soul from the 
thraldom of sin ; therefore it were treason to my own 
blood to accept your generons offer. Nay, for this 
reason I am thinking to depart unmediately, now that 
the rains and snow-storms of winter are passed, and 
the sun begins here and there to draw forth a little 
leaf out of the buds on your garden trees." 

And when the king heard that, he pressed him no 
further; but in honor of his guest, at his departure, 
he collected together all the knights of his kingdom, 
and invited them to a. grand tournament. 

Then a large space was enclosed at the entrance 
of the garden, to form the lists; and the knights col- 
lected in their armour. And round about on the 
trunks of the lime trees, were hung the rich armorial 
ensigns of the knights, shewing their noble and 
ancient descent. 

And the king thought to honor his young minstrel, 
and he led him out upon the balcony of the palace 
that overhung the lists, supported by the corinthian 
columns of the garden gate. And when they ad- 
vanced, all the knights lowered their lances in their 
rests to salute the king; and the king pointed to 
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Adelbert and said to his knights, " Behold ye kaights 
and esquires! this jouth hath surpassed ye all, with 
all your feats of chivaky, and gallant prowess. He 
performed alone, what you attempted by hundreds, 
and yet could not accomplish: — lie destroyed the dra- 
gon and her brood, our country's scourges : therefore it 
is just that you shouid honor him as your master, and 
I command you all to salute him as you ride by," 

Then the knights rode past before the king and Adel- 
bert, and when they came to Adelbert they lowered 
their lances to salute him ; and Adelbert blushed with 
modesty at every salate. But there came one, who 
was a tall, stately knight, m black armour, mounted 
ouahlack chai^er; and he rode by, and looked con- 
temptuously in Adelherf s face, and passed on without 
saluting him. And the king called to him " Do you 
honor my guest so little that you refuse him yarn 
salute V 

And the knight answered boldly — " If my king 
command me to honor his guest, although he be but a 
boy I will obey him ^ but if my king command me to 
honor my master in the boy, I must ride past ag^ 
without obeying him. If the boy will be thought 
a man, and be honored of knights and warriors, let 
him deserve it first by his knightly prowess, and shew 
the power of his art against a warrior's arm, and not 
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against senseless brutes that he sin^s to sleep, and 
murders in that defenceless state." 

Then Adelbert nodded to him in friendly excep- 
tation of his challenge ; and the blond ringlets played 
upon his forehead, and he cried out to the haughty 
knight " Be it so ! let the tournament proceed, and 
I will enter the lists last with the conqueror." 

Then the tournament began with great pomp in the 
king's garden. And the knights charged with their 
lances, and fought with their battle-axes, and com- 
bated on foot with their swords. And the haughty 
knight was always the conqueror at every kind of 
combat. And the evening sun already ftinged the 
clouds with a crimson glow, and gilded the budding 
branches of the trees with its warm light; and the 
haughty knight stood in the middle of the lists, and 
motioned with his lance to Adelbert and cried, " Now, 
my Httle friend, if it so please thee, mount thy little 
nag, and ride into the lists ; but have a care you fall 
not from your saddle with affright, before I catch you 
np with my lance's point and hurl you out over the 
railing. Though truly I pity you, and will wmve the 
unequal contest, provided you submit to my riding 
past you without saluting." 

And Adelbert said to himself " Oh my dear mother, 
let the power of thy magic instrument be shewn, and 
of my weak song," and prepared to descend. But 
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the king said — ' ' Stay, my dear youth ! heed him not 1 
the proud knight scarcely treats me better, aod I an 
his king; but he is the wisest aud bravest general in 
my service." 

"Ah!" said Adelbert, "so much the more does he 
deserve that I descend aud seek to tame tliat uanity 
spirit, and teach him that there exists a higher power 
than mere manual prowess, and persoual bravery, 
and before which these must bend and be humbledj 
how else can he be your subject? If he esteem the 
strongest among meo the noblest, he will seek to be 
your king, or will at least think himself worthy to be 
king, since he is the strongest." 

Thereupon be descended from the balcony, and 
mounted bis little horse, and took his guitar in hit 
hand, and rode into the lists. And lie rode up to the 
proud knight, and said, while he preluded upon hii 
guitar: "You must allow me the first blow in our 
contest, for if you demolish my iastrument my play- 
ing is over; and if jou pierce my body I cannot 
sing ; but if you will suffer me to begin, I will try 
whether, with my weapons, I can overcome yours." 
" Aye, aye, sing and play away," said the knight, 
" I care not how Itaig." 

And Adelbert stood opposite to the knight, and 
sang, with a low voice, a short, supplicatory hymn 
to his mother ; then be struck the cords with eQergy^ 
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and it seemed the accompaniment of a war-soog that 
he was composing. And his antagonist awaited the 
contest vith impatience, regarding him with a 
fierce and contemptuous look. Then the king 
trembled for the youth, and all the spectators pitied 
him. And Adelbert touched the strings more gently, 
and allayed the flush of courage that he had ex- 
cited in every bosom, and tempered the rage of his 
haughty opponent. And as he played, his features 
became lit up, by degrees, with a wonderful expres- 
sion, andhis locks encircled his head, and ghttered in 
the rays of the eTening sun like a halo of glory ; and 
astrange radiance seemed to arise as he touched the 
golden strings, and surround him, ti]t at length, 
he appeared like the apparition of an angel, hovering 
over his little white steed. And ho sang to the 
magic tones of his guitar, the following simple 
strain : — 



On the rivulet's brink 

A floweret was blowing ; 
In the glory of spring. 

That flonerel was glowing. 
And, rooted for years by the rivntet spring, 

A t>lack and ponderous dilT huD^ o'er it, 
Ever its calm face threalening, 

And caring nought for the gentle floweret. 
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*^ Wlio cares for thee, so weak and small ? 
'* Men pluck thee off, when thy summer stem 
« Is most vain of its leafy diadem , 

** Or thou wonld'st fade and fall. 
•* r too— even I— however loth, 

'^ Could mar in a moment thy beanteons brow s 

^' For if I but rest upon theo now, 
'' I kill thee and bury thee, both." 

Thou quivering rock ! fall down, fall down, 
And crush me, inhumed in a grave of stone. 
If my light foileth, 

For thee it burns not ; 
The glory of color 
To thee returns not. 
Thou quivering rock ! fall down, fall down. 
And crush me, inhumed in a grave of stone ! 

Adelbert accompanied this insignificant fable with 
the sweetest tones that slept in his guitar, and when 
he had ended, he repeated the two first lines of the 
last verse: 

Thou quivering rock ! fall down, fkll down. 
And crush me, inhumed in a grave of stone ! 

And the proud knight clapped spurs to his charger, 
and poised his lance, and rushed upon Adelbert ; but 
his horse turned aside, and his lance was shivered 
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against one of the columns, and the splinters flew 
round about. Then he tnmed round slowly, and 
said to Adelbert, " I cannot fight against you, and 
I would gladly honor you with a salute, but you 
have broken my lance with jour weapons. No ! so 
wonderful a flower shall not be crushed by the rock's 
rude weight ! " And with that he sprang from his 
horse, and strode up to Adelbert, and held his stir- 
rup ; and Adelbert leaped lightly down, and the 
two foes lay in each other's arms. 

Then the king's long-restrained exclamation of 
joy resounded from the balcony, and a thousand 
voices re-echoed it ; and the whole place rang with 
their shouts. And the king came down, and led the 
minstrel on his right hand, and the strong knight ou 
his left ; and the other knights and esquires followed 
liim into the noble hall, where a sumptuous banquet 
awaited the king's guests. 
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* And when the feast was over, Adelbert rose from 
bis seat by the king's side, and went to walk in the 
gardens; and his late haughty opponent followed 
him. And they walked along the green alleys of 
budding trees, and seated themselves on a stone bank 
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at the end of tLe garden. The full moon shone 
down upon them with her clear light, and the proad 
knight looked Adelbert iu the face for a long time. 
Then Adelbert asked — "Pry thee, tell me, Sir 
Knight, of what family you are, and why you so often 
look in my face with such earnestness?" 

" My name, my nohle friend, is Otto," answered 
the knight, " and on account of my bodily size and 
strength, I am generally called Otto the Great 
If a short story will not be irksome to you, I 
will explain why I so often look you in the face, 
and can scarcely take my eyes off you," 

" No, my dear Otto, relate your story — when did 
you hear of a minstrel who did not gladly lend his ear 
to a good story ? " Then Otto began: — "We have a 
tradition, in our country, of a strong knight who was 
a powerful magician, and who is said to reside 
now in the centre of Africa : but formerly this ma- 
gician dwelt in this land, and had, among many other 
wonderful things, a stringed instrument of extraor- 
dinary virtue. This instrument he carried with him 
on his journey through Germany, and people main- 
tain that he became possessed of it by no creditable 
means, inasmuch as he stole it from some noble lady 
there, having seen what wonders it performed, and 
thinking to possess himself of its magic powers. Bat 
in that he was mistaken : for the guitar had no power 
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unless its stricgs were touched by the hand of some 
personhumble in spirit, and whose conscience was free 
from any extraordinary guilt. — Thence it arose that 
this instrument of wonder was never obedient to the 
wicked sorcerer : that the contrary of what he wished 
invariably happened on his touching of the strings; 
so that at last he threw the instrument aside, 
and thought no more of it. But the son of the noble 
lady whose treasure it was, pursued liim, and sought 
out his castle, and stood before the high walls of his 
fortress, and challenged him to knightly combat for 
the possession of the wonder-working instrument. 
At first, the sorcerer sent out all kinds of frightful, 
fiend-like monsters against the knight, hoping to in- 
timidate him ; but the bold knight withstood them 
all, and conquered them ; then the sorcerer himself 
was forced to appear, and the young knight con- 
quered bim also, and compelled him to give up the 
guitar, with which he joyfully returned home. But 
the treacherous magician watched for an opportu- 
nity to be revenged, and robbed him of his favorite 
child, whom the mother did not carefully guard, and 
carried her with him into the interior of Africa, 
where he now pursues his magic art. But surely 
you must know all this, for you are from Germany, 
and the story came to us*from thence. However, I can 
tell you, in addition, that every full-moon the sorcerer 
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sends out an apparition from his distant bome, 
which disturbs the mother ia her grave, and mocks 
her m isery . This apparitiou is said to be the Black 
Knight upou a winged horse, with the tender, pale- 
cheeked maiden in his arms, who, on the ni^ht of 
the full-raoon, rides across" our country into Ger- 
many. — Xow, you must know. Sir Knight, tliat this 
pale maiden, whom I have often seen, has made such 
an impression on my heart, tliat I can never forget 
her lovehness; and lam therefore resolved, if poasi- 
ble, to seek out the Black Knight and Sorcerer, and 
to win her of him in combat, or die in the attempt 
to rescue her : for lite has no joy in store for me 
without her. And the reason why I have fixed 
my eyes on you the whole evening, with minted 
pain and pleasure, is, that you are the exact resem- 
blance of the pale maiden ; only, that yoiu' cheeks 
bloom with a fresher tinge." 

Adelbert had listened with great attention, andr 
knew that Otto had related to him his own father's 
history, and the history of his guitar. And when 
Otto had finished his story, he said to him, "You 
have given me a valuable piece of intelUgence, and 
I heartily thank you for it. Had it not been for you, 
I might have wandered about in vain for ever ; hut 
now I know, that I must direct my course towai 
Afriea, in order to reach the goal : fw it is the Ble 
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Knight with the flaming plumes whom I seek, and 
of whom, till now, I have heard no tidings/' 

'* Yes, true, the apparition on the winged horse 
wears flaming plumes too," answered Otto. "Then 
you know him? you also have se^i him?" 

"Indeed have I!" answered Adelbert; "and the 
pale damsel is my twin sister, whom he stole from my 
mother; and mine is the wonderful guitar, that my 
father recovered from the foe. But I will seek him 
out and force him to surrender my gentle sister, and 
then, if she herself be willing^ she shall be yours." 

" O ! pray take me with thee: we shall be stronger 
to withstand his power." — "Be it so then," said 
Adelbert, and he shook Otto's proffered hand. 

And while they were yet standing, hand in hand, 
they heard a rushing noise in the air, and exclaimed 
both at the same instant : "There comes the winged 
horse!" And as they looked up, the apparition 
passed over the garden ; and Adelbert took the 
guitar, which was lying on the stone bank, and sang 
with a soothing voice : — 

Oh sorrow not 
Thou child of night, 

Narsling of woe ! 
Soon shall thy cheek, 
So deadly white. 

With rapture glow. 

E 




Soon shall the ci 
Of Ihe winged borse 

Be brought to a stand :- 
Nor distaal the honr 
When a mightier puncT 

Shall deliver thee oat of the Sorcerei's hand, 

Theu, boldly striking the strings, he sang on in a 
louder tone: — 

Wander where thoa wilt. 
By the pale moon's light, 

ThoD Black Sorcerer! 
Go shroud thee in night, 
Id tby curining and thy might, 

I'll yet find out thy prison tower. 
Be thy abode in earth or air 
In vain thou'lt seek to hide thee there ; 
And when I've gain'd Ihy magic hall. 
Thy steed I'll loosen from hia stall ; — 

Soon shall thou leave 

The dead to grieve, 
Shalt bow thee to the Lnte's high power ! 

And the winged steed quickened his flight and 
..ikurried over; and the pale maiden bent herself ai 
rite passed, and let something fall. Then Adelbert 
stooped and picked up a golden key, and shewed 
it to his friend, and they both rejoiced at this happy 
jOmen of conquest. 
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CHAP. VI. 



The following morning, when the larks mounted 
into tbe air to sing' their matin song, Adelbert 
had chanted his long before, over field and wood, 
and now rode on at a distance from the city, in the 
direction of the sea coast, accompanied bv his friend 
Otto, and attended by his faithful Leuthold. And 
the same day they embarked on board a vessel that 
was bound for Egypt, to fetch a cargo of the mer- 
chandize of that country. A favorable breeze swelled 
the sails, and they weighed anchor with a light heart, 
and put to sea. And the slap's keel slid rapidly 
along the glassy surface of the water ; and Adelbert 
sat with Otto the Great upon the quarter-deck, ob- 
serving the coast along which they sailed, as it va- 
nished further and further every day, till at length 
they could see nothing but water and sky. And it 
happened, one morning, that they were awakened by 
the loud bawling of tbe sailors upon deck ; and when 
they went above, they perceived that the sky was 
covered fo the westward with dark, lowering clonds ; 
and the steersman called to them, and told them that 
there was a dreadful storm approaching. At the same 

Ee heads of the swollen waves crisped, and 
m, and a loud peal of thunder resounded 
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in the distance. And the wind also rose in its fury, 
and blew the waves, that they rolled higher and 
higher, foaming, and dashing against the ship with 
destructive violence ; and the thunder pealed nearer 
and nearer. Then the conrage of the steersman and 
all the sailors failed them : and when Adelbert chid 
them for their negligent conduct, the old, weather- 
beaten steersman said — " Younker, your boldness 
would make me laugh, if a man could laugh in sach 
A situation — I have spent half my life upon the 
ocean, and have stood many a storm, but to day 
beats all that I have ever experienced. Your cou- 
rage arises from your ignorance of the dangers that 
impend over ns every instant ; for you do not know 
that we are now in a part of the sea that is full of 
shallows and sand banks ; so that unless God's visihle 
guidance save us, we must go to pieces on one of 
the banks, upon which the wind and waves are dri- 
ving us." 

And Adelbert answered :— " Well, then we mu^ 
hope for the visible interposition of Heaven, if that 
alone can save ns. Without faith and perfect con^ 
fidence, none can hope for or expect His grace." 

And the fury of the raging elements increased Iroin 
minute to minute. The heavens were shrouded id 
pitchy clouds, and the forked lightning darted 
with a zigzag glare through the dark vault, and down 
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upon the roaring billows. And the thunder pealed 
with a tremendous noise, reverberating from cloud 
to cloud, and rolling on through the vast expanse, till, 
broken by a thousand echoes, it gradually died away. 
And the strokes of lightning returned quicker and 
quicker ; and the thunder pealed louder and louder ; 
and wilder and wilder raged, and tossed, and foamed 
the briny flood. Now the ship rose mountains high, 
hurled by the waves ; now she sank into a deep abyss, 
dashed by the storm ; while even the boisterous lamen- 
tations ofthecrew were drowned in the terrific uproar 
of the elements. 

But Adelberthad taken his guitar, and because it 
was impossible to stand, for the lurcliing of the vessel, 
he bad seated himself on the deck by the mainmast, 
and clang to the mast with his feet, while be put his 
left arm round it, resting his shoulder against it. And 
he struck the strings with force, just as if he v/em 
angry, and then elicited, between whiles, soft and 
soothing tones. 

And the helmsman, when he saw him with the in- 
strument in his hand, chid him for his indifference to 
Ins awful situation ; but Adelbert regarded him not, 
but raised his voice, and sang, amid the creaking of 
the thunder, and the howling of the winds, and the 
dashing of the billows, the following words: — 
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Die «way 1 die away, 
ThoD thnnder peal 1 

Sort, soft, ye wild wnves f 

Orye'll rend my litlle keel. 

Ye winds, hold, hold ! 

Ye grey clouds on liigh. 

Disperse and unfold 
The azare sky ! 

Great One ! whose mif^hl 
Ruleth all the spheres. 

Oh I blesB us with thy sight 

In our perils and our fears ! 

May the vasi, unerring hand. 
Which holds both sea and land. 

Guide 

Us o'er the tide. 
To the distant strand ! 



And the thunder-daps returned at longer ioter' 
vals; and the howling and raging of the elements 
began to subside; Eind lighter and lighter grew the 
clouded sky, and less and less violent the pitching of 
the ship. And the clouds parted, and the blue sky 
peeped through; and the waves melted away, and 
the keel scudded as before over a smooth, glassy 
expanse ; and the thunder rolled further and farther, 
and was heard no more. Then the courage of the 
steersman and sailors revived, and they came and 
thanked their preserver ; for they had heard his hynia 
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in spite of the storm, and had said Amen in their 
hearts. And the steersman said to him, " Younker, 
it is now your tuni tc chide and punish my ignorance : 
for I knew not what a treasure of faith you carried 
in your soul, and how powerful such faith operates 
in man, and by him." Then Adelbert answered — 
" Since you have now seen and been convinced of that, 
give God the honor, whoseextraordinary and tisible 
interposition it was that saved us from the fury of 
the elements ; and let us sing a hymn to His glory 
and praise." And they sang a hymn, the whole 
ship's crew, to the music of the wonderful guitar; 
and the hymn began like one still in use amoi^ 
lis ; — " Great God, we praise thee!" 

And they sailed on, prosperously, through the 
straits of Gibraltar, and past Malta, towards tbe 
seven mouths of the Nile. 



CHAP. VII. 

Aft BR a rapid passage, they landed on the bank 
of one of the numerous streams through which the 
Nile pours itself over Egypt's fertile land ; and 
Adelbert and Otto, together with Adelhert's old ser- 
vant, Leuthold, pursued their course along the am 
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of the river. And they enquh«d repeatedly after 
the strange knight who was a sorcerer, but could 
nowhere gain intelligence of him. And being arrived 
at the spot where the Nile, no longer divided, rum 
on in one broad stream, passing beautiful woods of 
palms, where here and there small pyramids rise upon 
gentle eminences, they espied at length, to their right, 
the lofty pyramid of Cheops, and resolved to direct 
their course thither. And they passed along the 
lengthy dam that leads up to the height, and arrived 
at the pyramid with tired horses. And they were 
astonished at the gigantic edifice ; and Otto was 
mightily pleased that they had performed so bold alt 
undertaking. 

On going round the comer of the pyramid, Adel- 
bert perceived an opening in the waU, and said tq 
Otto — " The evening lowers already in the valley 
yonder, aud the sun illumines only the highest 
snmmit of this great monument : therefore the night 
cannot be far off; and we may be long finding a \ 
friendly roof, here, amongst strangers. At all events 
we shall not find so noble a resting place as this : let' 
US then pass the night here ; I perceive an openii^ 
hard by, and if the night-dew should drive ua under 
shelter, we can immediately descend." Otto waswel 
pleased with this proposal, and readily assented to it,. 
So they sent Leuthold down into the valley witii 
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tbeir bbrses, that they might find herbage ; but they 
themselves remained at the foot of the pyramid ; and, 
in case of necessity, they thought it more prudent to 
descend at once, while the sun lent his few last rays 
to light them. So they descended, and found four 
small passages, and one larger passage through the 
enormous mass of stone; and from the balls they 
entered into spacious chambers. 

However, they laid themselves down in the first of 
them, to repose there tillmoming; and all was dark 
around, for the chambers received no light from with- 
out. Otto was soon wrapt in a deep sleep, but Adal- 
bert was unquiet in spirit, and lay sleepless upon 
the floor. At length, finding that he could not 
close his eyes, he took his inseparable companion, 
bis guitar, and softly moved the strings, so that the 
tones which he produced were scarcely audible. And 
by degrees the chamber became illuminated, and be 
beheld, around the walls, lofty niches, in which stood 
large stone coffins. And he touched the strings 
again, and Ibere entered at the door a brown man, 
with a grey beard and a white mantle ; and round his 
mantle he wore a broad girdle, marked with strange 
figures ; and in his hand he carried a stalT, with whioh 
he beckoned Adelbert to follow him. And he led him 
outthrougb the smaller passages to the end of the large 
one. And he touched a large slab of stone with his 
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white wand ; and it moved, like a door upon its hingea, 
and opened to them a concealed passage. Again tlw 
man beckoned with his staff, and Adelbert followed 
on. At Ieng;th they descended a great many steps, 
where the passage turned, and then proceeded aloDg 
even ^ound, and under vaulted roofs. And tbej 
ascended again a few steps, and passed on, throu^ 
intricate passages, into a smaller hall, or cbamb^, 
where there were also niches in the wall ; and in the 
niches stood stone coffins. And the man with the 
staff led the youth to the largest stone coffin in the 
middlemost niche, and touched the lid of it with hie 
staff. Then the lid raised itself, and stood up on one 
side ; and within the coflin lay the iig;ttre of a man, 
mufiled up and decorated in a singndar manner, and 
completely enveloped in a brown bark. And the 
brown man with his grey beard touched the figure 
with his staff; and the upper-part of the strangely* 
decorated bark loosened itself, and came off like a 
shell, and discovered a brown corpse lying within it. 
Then the old man said to Adelbert — " Wake Mm ! 
wake him !" and pointed to his guitar. 

And Adelbert had scarcely touched the strings 
when the man arose out of the brown bark that had 
enclosed him, and the two brown men embraced anil 
welcomed each other, but without speaking, and tboa 
retired into the comer of the hall, and whispered 
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together. And after they had conversed thus for a 
loDg time, they parted, and the one brown man laid 
himself down again in bis brown covering, and it 
closed upon bim, as did also the stone lid of the oof- 
fin. And the old man beckoned Adeibert again, and 
led bim back to his sleeping companion. Then 
he drew out of his staff, as out of a case, a smaller, 
similar staff, and gave it to him saying — " Proceed up 
the river's bank, until thou comest to the place where 
it rushes down over the rocks ; then throw down this 
little staff in the sand and follow it ; it will lead thee." 
With that he left him, and with him vanished the 
bright light that bad illiimined their paths. And 
Adeibert laid himself down upon the floor, near his 
friend, and sleep soon weighed down his eyelids. 



CHAP. VIII. -tl' 

Old Leuthold had wandered two or three times 
round the immense, square monument, the following 
momiug, in search of his master, and was heartily glad 
-when he saw him issue from the opening in the wall: 
for he thought it must be unsafe and unhallowed 
sleeping in such a gigantic structure, that was evi- 
dently destined, not for the use of the living, buttb« 
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dead; otherwise, thought lie, they would have per- 
mitted the daylight at least one entrance into its 
interior. "Though the light of day doth not shine 
within, dear LeJthold," answered Adelbert, " a very 
serviceable light hath arisen to me, in the midst of the 
darkness of this tomb ; and when the eye of the body 
is closed in darkness, the mind's eye is often so much 
the better disposed to receive light." " How do yoa 
mean, my noble master!" asked Jjeuthold, and Otto 
said " I dont understand yon myself, my faithfii! 
comrade." 

Then Adelbert related to them what had happened 
to him during the night, and Iiow that he was quite 
soie now of findiag cut the Black Knight, and 
shewed them the little staff. And so they journeyed 
cheerfully on, first descending into the valley, and 
then following the stream. But the sun was exceed- 
ingly powerful, and Adelbert, fatigued with the expe- 
dition of the preceding day, and yet more by his noc- 
turnal pilgrimage, sank down, exhausted, on the 
reedy bank of the Nile, under the shade of some palm 
trees ; and Otto and Lenthold rested with him. And 
to I suddenly there was a rustling amongst the rushes, 
and an immense crocodile sprang on the shore; and 
seizing Adelbert's guitar by its gold band, dragged 
it away. But Otto saw it, and quickly liiling up his 
lance, he thrust it through the pointed teeth of the ] 
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creature's gaping jaws, and far into his throat, so 
that he lay expiring upon the earth. And as Adel- 
bert awoke with the noise, and saw the monster, h^ 
said, " Now I should almost call that a small dragon, 
and I thank thee heartily for destroying it: for 
independent of my own danger (and it might have 
devoured me) my guitar, which is of more impor- 
tance to me than life itself, was well nigh gone, and 
but foryour aid, would have been lost to me for ever," 

"Yes, yes," answered Otto, rejoicing heartily, 
" strength of arm is a valuable gift of heaven, mv 
noble friend, although it be not the brightest of all ; 
and I am glad that the adventure hath befallen us : 
for till now, I have been vexed to find ray services 
entirely useless, seeing that your magic guitar per- 
formseverything itself.and better thas I could do it; 
say, I had begun to fear that I should be rather a 
burthen than a help to you, in your expedition." 

" Not so," replied Adelbert; " be at ease on that 
score, for I shall need your arm, no doubt, a good 
deal more, when we are on the spot." 

"I wish it may be so," returned Otto, "for I 
would fain do a good deal to rescue the pate cheeked 
maiden from the Black SorceFcr." 

And they journeyed up the Nile, treading u|h)u 
the fallen glories of many a palace, and the sunken 
splendour of many a noble temple, and traversing 
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the siteof many a city, now forgotten. And they ofteo 
srtw the crocodiles darting; out of the long rushes; 
but Otto destroyed them every one, with great dex- 
terity ; or, when a hippopotamus came forth against 
them, it either followed them some distance alonj 
the river, tamed and attracted by the music of the 
guitar, or Otto's lance displayed on it its dreadful 
power. 

And so they arrived at length at the place where 
the Nile, spreading to a great width, rushes saddenly 
down a steep declivity, so that the thunder of the 
falling waters may be heard at the distance of an 
hour's journey. And when they had long vntnessed 
and wondered at the frightful fall of the mighty 
river, and turned away to pursue their journey, 
Adelbert threw the little white staff which the brown 
man in the pyramid had given him, down into the 
sand before him. And it no sooner lay on the earth 
than it put itself in motion, and became a white sei^ 
pent, that darted before them towards the west; and 
they followed it. And the snake led them for se- 
veral days through sands and heaths, where often 
they scarcely found sufficient to support life. 

And one evening they arrived with jaded horaes,- 
and their own strength, also, utterly exhausted, at tha 
foot of a hill, that they had had in view all day Ions' 
as they traversed the burning sands and barren deserts^- 
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and which they had most ardently longed to reach, 
because it seemed to promise them a spring of water. 
But there no rivulet murmured over the green mea- 
dow; no spring dashed its sparkling treasures down 
the hollowed rocks, as they had fondly dreamed, 
when, faint, and parched with thirst, they first dis- 
cerned the oatline of the hill in the white, glowing 
horizon: for it was but a mound offmitless sand. 

Then the travellers threw themselves down, dispi- 
rited, beside their horses, which lay stretched upon 
the hot sand, languishing with thirst. But the 
snake frisked about in a playful manner. And 
Otto observed it with an envious eye, and said — " Is 
it not truly provoking, when one lies stretched upon 
the earth with scarcely power to move, to see another 
little creature frisking and jumping about, and 
wasting its superfluous strength, in derision as it 
were?" 

" No, it only gives me pleasure," answered Adel- 
bert, and he continued attentively to watch the crea- 
ture's gambols. " Prythee sing," said Leuthold. 
" Would you have me waste my small remnant of 
physical power by singing 1 " — " What is well used is 
not wasted," replied Leuthold, And Adelbert took 
his guitar, and sang the following lines : — 



•! 




God forro'd thee first. 
Thou barrea laoil, 

Man's life to cherish ; — 
Tht'n let ua not periah, 
lu anguish of thirst, I 

On the parchiD^ sand ! 

And he laid his ^tar aside again, and said 
" My tongue cleaves to the roof of my mouth : I can- 
not siug." Then Ottosiiid, with a faint voice — " Do 
but look at the snake !" And the snake had raised 
itself up, during the song, and listened with great 
attention; and now it shot away, hke an arrow, up 
the sand-hill. " It would guide us truly, perhaps," 
answered Adelbert, "if we had but strength to fol- 
low." And they had scarcely agreed to stay, when 
the snake returned, darting down the hill, and bear- 
ing between its teeth a fresh, juicy fruit, a species of 
date, which it dropped, and shot away again. And 
Adelbert divided the fresh date, and gave a part of 
it to Otto, and a part of it to his faithful old domes- 
tic ; but he would not accept the refreshment before 
his master. However, the snake brought them another 
fruit, and darted away again; and thus it did, until they 
were all refreshed, and able to stand. Then Adelbert 
said to his friend. Otto — " Well now, is the sprigbt- 
Uuess and strength of the little creature still h thorn 
in your eye!" 
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** Say DO more/'isaid OltOy '^I see that I was fool- 
ish and wicked." 

And now they followed dieir little frisky guide 
up the hill; and when th^y reached the top, they 
were overjoyed) for below them lay a smiling valley^ 
studded with date trees, and dissected by a silvery 
stream. They hastened down, and Otto ' got 
water out of the rivulet in his helmet, and canried 
it over the hill again, and refreshed the horsesi 
Then they led their beasts with them, and let theih 
feed- (to the green grass; fund the noble ct^attd^^s 

aj^eedily irecovered their w6nti^ sprig'htliness. ' ' 

•' •■ • ■ ' • ■ . ■ ■ , . ' ' ■'. 

■ ■% 

^....' -'iui .'.'.:.'■ '.-.CHAP. I±. ■-' ■ ■■ ■"■"'■ 

f."'' i ^.j" •.?!.;••.■ . . ■ .... -^i- 

'A.Ni>1rhieadiey l^jo^imeyed some Aayt alohg 
the'gteen vaHey,' foUowing the silvery stream, th^y 
cante x>ni^ morning to a rocky hill. And the little 
soalce stbpC Suddenly before a caive, that was secured 
by a 'gdlden door. Then Adelbert thought of the 
golden key wfaiGh his sbter had tiirown down to him 
firom dlb winged hearse, in the garden of the king^s 
paliM^; and he drew out the key, and opened the 
gddendoor^ There was a widft passage through 
the rock, and on the other side the sun shone in 

F8 
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agiiiu. And Adelbert rode in, and was Ibllowed by 
Otto and Leutkold ; and tli« door closed behind them 
with a tremendous noise ; when oa a sudden there 
Kpriuig out upon them a lai^e lion, and impeded the 
way. But Adelbert quckly took his ^itar, aad 



m 



Brute monarch of the wild I 
The false enchanter leave : 
'Tia thy duty to deceive 

Him who Ihee first beguiled. 
ThcD, from tby galliog; chains 
We will free titee for thy pains. 

King Lion ! follow, follow my guitar I 
Serve us but ihi^day. 
Then free shalt thou stray 

Through tbj wild haunts, where'er they arei 

Scarcely bad he done siuglug, when the n^eiU 
brute came leaping towards liim, wagging his tnftedi' 
tail, and jumped up to caress him, like a faithful do^," 
greeting and welcoming his master. Then Otto^i 
cried in a halt' angry tone, " If you settle every" 
thing in that peaceable way, I shall still be uaeless/. 
Pray keep your word, and let me perform my part^x 
as you promised." And as they rode out of tho" 
tuimel, Adelbert answered^-" Methiidis we shall all'i 
find work enough here, so prythee dont complain so" 
ioon." And they found themselves in a spacious^ 
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circular place, enclosed with massive, upright rocks ; 
and in the centre stood euortnous masses of rock, art- 
fully put leather in wotaderfnl forms. Aiid that 
was the castle of the wizard knight. And the knight 
had heard the violent slamming of the golden door, 
and he stood upon the top of his rocky castle, and 
uttered some few words, in a strange accent, and a 
small portion of the rock in front disengaged itself^ 
and opened a passage. And out of the passage 
rushed six knights in black armour, mounted on 
black horses t and from their helmets waved flaming 
plumes, like those of their master. Then AdeU 
bert struck the strings of his guitar ; but the horsemen 
appeared not to hear the tones, and rushed upon Otto, 
whomtheyconsideredtheirmost dangerous opponent. 
Now was the opportunity for Otto the Great to prove 
the strength of his arm and his spear, and the fide- 
lity of his broad sabre. And the gallant knight 
acquitted himself manfully, for five of his furious anta- 
gonists fell beneath his lusty blows. And the sixth 
would have succumbed also, bat he had ridden at 
Adelbert, and would certainly have thrust his spear 
through him, as he was without either shield or coat- 
of-mail, had not old Leuthold verilied the prediction 
that Adelbert sang to him, while he lay asleep in his 
father's hall: — '"■'. - ' "' ■■■-"■■"'' '■■'"■ '"'' 
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Up then I aod boldlj with bim nee. 
Or he will do more rctnrn to thee. 

Adelbert would certainly never have retnrned '■ 
but old Leiithold sprang forward, and struck the 
black knight's spear aside with his sword, and charged 
upon him, and hewed him down with his shar^ 
sabre, so that he fell dead upon the earth. 

Then was the magician enraged ; and he stamped 
with his loot upon his rocky castle, and another door 
sprnng open, and out rushed two leopards, with fuii- 
ous leaps. But Adelbert sang to them, and they 
turned from bim, yet watching him andhiacompanioils 
with a wary eye, as if they waited but till he should 
hare done, to fall upon them with their claws. Ami 
wlien Adelbert saw that, he quickly changed the bur- 
then of his song, and sang to the lion : — 



fie faithful, be fimi, 
Tbou loyal brufe! 

Aud the fire-eyed leopard is o 
Under thy gianl foot. 



ush'd like a worm, 



And the liou rushed forward and attacked the two 
leopards ; but tlie two together were too much for tha 
lion, and they mastered him. Then Otto rode up ' 
and slew one of them with his spear; the other the 
lion conquered, and tore him iu pieces with bis 
sharp taloDS. 
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Seeing thLs, the magician became yet more iufuri- 
'ated, and tore out a handful of his hair, oud threw it 
dowD. And the hairs turned into veuemous serpents, 
and the serpents curled themselves round, and raised 
their heads in the air> and darted down upon them. 
And the horses tlincbed before them; while Leuthold 
and Otto had lowered their vizors, and were secured 
by their helmets and their armour, from the bites of 
the venemous beasts. But Adelbert was exposed to 
them. However, he struck the gold^ siriugs, and 
all the serpents that touched him fell down dead. 
And many fell to the earth in pieces, hacked by the 
trusty blades wielded by his two companions. Then 
the magician saw tliat these means were all ineffectual, 
and resolved to try his last, crying oat to them, 
" I know very well what you would have. — Ye want 
Kosablanka, the pale maiden, do ye? — But I will 
bar the entrance to my rocky fastness in such a man- 
ner, that not one of you shall dare to approach her. 
Why should I longer fight against you, when I have 
other means of protection ? " 

And with that he ran quickly round in a circle, and 
held out a long staif, describing with it a wider 
circle, and tore the (tame-colored plumes from his 
helmet, and strewed them about. And the Hames 
blazed up around the rocks, and formed a tence 
fire. 



ce of J 
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'' Ho, Ho/' cried Adelbert, " is diat a hedge like 
the one which Siegfried rode through? Then one 
may try how it is when one is not allhom, as he was; 
something else must help me out with it." Then, 
turning to Otto, he said, '* Stop, my firiend ! I wiH 
fetch thee now thy bride, like Si^fried ! " And there- 
upon he touched the cords, and gave his white steed 
the spur, and plunged into the flames sii^iDg all die 
while: — 

Flames ! flicker yet higher ! 

Twine, hissing, together ; 
Flash fiercelier fire ! 

Thy storm I can weaiher ; 

And onward, however the flame gusts blow, 

I and my gallant white steed will go. 
• My sister sigheth behind your wall. 
But soon I will win her from charmed thrall ; 
Come pale maiden, if fair as fall. 

Thy cheek shall warmlier glow. 
No more shalt thou start from a sleepless bed 

To ride forth by night. 
My silver-hair'd barb shall glow as red 

As eve's last light. 
Ho, flicker ye flames as ye wiU, I defy ye j 
Look fierce as ye may, I will rush in by ye. 

His horse flinched not before the flames, but darted 
through, and his companions heard the last words of 
his ^ong from withm. 
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And Otto and Leuthold would fain have followed 
him, but their horses reared, and although they 
spurred them ever so, they shyed at theflames, and 
tossed their heads in the air, and fell backwards on 
tlieir haunches. 

But Adelbert had penetrated quite through the 
flames, and the enchantment was broken at once. 
The flames were extinguished in one instant; the 
magician fled shyly through the air, in flie form of a 
winged serpent, and bent his course across the im- 
mense desert of Sahara ; the castle of rock rent, and 
Rosablanka was seen sitting under the shade of a 
palm tree, with the winged steed standing beside her, 
trembling at every joint. And Rosablaiika rose and 
went to meet her deliverer, and greeted her brother 
with tears of joy ; and she greeted Otto courteously, 
and thanked him heartily, and the faithful old Leut- 
hold, also, who could not contain himself for joy, but 
wept and laughed both together. 



rr CHAP. X. 

Their return home from the African desert was 
quicker tliau their journey thither. Adelbert gave his 
gentle sister, Rosabianka, his own little white steed, 
and mounted, himself, in spite of Leutbold's 
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warning, upon the ma|^ciaD's black vinged horst>. 
which from day io day lost more nnd more of his terrifii' 
appearance, and put on a majestic look that he seemed 
to have lost by coiutaut misusage, under fais old 
master. 

And they arrived in Otto's country, tiad ^teml 
the city where Adelbert and I^uthold had slain the 
dragon and her young. Then the people came in 
crowds to Adelhert,and hailed him as their deliverer. 
And the elders and nobles of the people came and 
brought huu the king'scrown, for he bad died io the 
iDterim and bequeathed his kingdom to Adelbert. 
But Adelbert said, " Sepair with rae to my home 
first ; then I will attend to your request, but I have 
other cares upon me now." And (hey repaired wit4 
him fo his home. 

And one day tite castle-road of the Finsterbtir^ 
reeounded with horses' hoofs, and there wag a loud 
knocking at the gates of the castle. And tbl 
gloomy knight cried out with a joyful emotion-^ 
" Dovro, my fellows, and throw open the gatest 
Either death will enter^ and put an end to nqt 
wretched existence, or some joyful tidings await 
me." ' 

And the servants rctimied, and coUed him doww 
into the court-yard. And tlie knight descended tliB> 
spo^l stair, supported by his servants, and went oat- 
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iuto the court. And Adelbert had already caused an 
entrance to be broken in the lofty wall, at the piece 
where his mother's grave was ; and the domestics 
bore the tottering father through the opening. And 
Rosablanka had knelt down by her mother's grave, 
aud Adelbert knelt on the other side, and they both 
prayed. Then their father, Arbogast, when he entered 
aud beheld them, shrunk back and cried—" Oh ! the 
scene of my secret guilt ! Here it was that I murdered 
your mother ! Rosablanka ! Adelbert ! Forgive me, 
my children!" 

" Foi^veness ! oh father!" cried both of them 
at once, and fell into his arms. " Heaven has made 
all good again !" aatd Adelbert. " Heaven is mer- 
ciful," said Leuthold, "fuid the spot of blood has 
vanished from my Adelbert's brow." 

Then Adelbert look his good friend Otto by the 
hand, aud led him to his father, for he had been stand- 
ing aloof from them, and said—" Father, if you will 
give your Rosablanka to an honorable man for a 
housewife, give her to my friend." And Arbogast 
laid Rosablanka's hand in the hand of the noble 
knight, and said " Heaven bless you !" 

Aud Adelbert beckoned now to tlie nobles and 
great oiUcers of state who had followed him with the 
old king's crown, and pointed to his faithful comrade 
and his Iove<l sister and said ^" Behold your king 
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and your queen!" And he took the crown from 
them, and placed it upon Otto's head. And \m sub- 
jects bent the knee before Otto the Great and his 
queen, and cried '^ Hail to our king! Hail to our 
queen ! Hail to ye ! " 

Then said Arbogast with a faint voice, '* Well did 
I know, when you knocked at the gate, that [either 
death was coming to me, or some joyful tidings. 
And now I think both are come together : the joyful 
news you brought yourself, and death is even coming. 
Adelbert, sing me a song of sleep and death." 

And Adelbert \ouched the golden strings of the 
Black Guitar with a gentle hand; and the tones 
which he elicited were soft and soothing, and now 
sorrowful, and now more joyous, as if he would>in- 
spire his father's breast with hope. And he sang the 
following lines with much expression. 

One who tarrieth not there comes, 

A messenger out of breath ; 
And men are not safe in their strongest homes 

Against his coming, — 'tis Death. 
Here summons he wildly, 
There beckons he mildly ; 
And where he summons, or where he beckons. 
One victim more in his clutch he reckons. 
Him hurls he to realms of unnumbered pains, 
Him wafts over Eden's amaranth plains. 
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Ttiou hast done pcDance ; absolved art tboa : 
(It is well when hope lingers on life's lorn bough) 
Thou hast fuiih iu His mnrc}' who died on the tree, 
And His pardon and grace are extended to thee. 

And with the last accents of his voice, his father's 
soul was wafted into Paradise. 

And they buried him, he and his friend Otto, 
near the grave of his faithful consort, the Lady 
Gertrude. 

And afterwards, Otto repaired to his kingdom, 
taking with him the pale Rosahlanka as his royal 
bride; and it happened to her even as Adelbert had 
suDg : the white rose upon her cheek blushed soon 
ag^n with the redness of the sister flower. 

And at the Finsterburg Adelbert founded a mo- 
nastery, that was inhabited by pious monks, who prayed 
forthe salvation ofhisfather'ssoul, and of his mother's. 

And old Leuthold entered the cloister and prayed 
with them, until his end was come. And no spectre 
wandered any more over the graves ; and Lady Ger- 
trude rested in peace, beneath the mossy hillock. 

And when Adelbert had endowed the monastery,- 
and arranged all things as he would have them, he 
mounted upon his winged steed and took his guitar 
in his hand, and played a joyful tune, and sang to it 
the following words : — 
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All that's earthly hath come to pass, 

Nought further holdit me here below ; 
So farewell, *aiD world ! alas ! 

What canst thou dd me bestow ? 
Above, sbove, my wishes tend ; — 
Lord let my panting soul ascend, 
Yonder where coantleas stars arise 
In the brilliant sphere of the pathless skies. 



And when he had finished his hymn, his horse as- 
cended with him into the air, and vanished in boand- 
lesfi space. 

Many there are who pretend that the winged horse 
descended again, and that many a noble minstrel has 
been borne through the air by him ; and that it hap 
pens still at times. Others there are who maintain 
that the Black Guitar was fouud again. — Believe it 
who will ! One may ride upon a flying horse, and 
another may play upon a black guitar, but be assured, 
it is neither the right winged steed, nor the right 
guitar. The youthful minstrel took them both up 
with him ; and he rides yet from star to star upon the 
horse, and plays yet upon the wonderful guitar. 
And whenever anybody hears or sees him in his 
dreams, the fool, when he awakes, believes it was 
himself; and that he has petfonned the blissful jour- 
ney through the starry heavens upon the flying steed ? 
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that it was he who drew forth the seraphic tones 
from the vibrating golden cords. 

But we know better : — ^for we know that it was our 
Adelbert, and no other; and that the songs which 
the dreamer, waking, yet imitates, are but the faint 
returning echoes of the songs and tones wafted down 
to him from heaven, m his blissful dreams. 
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CHAPTER I. 



X HERE lived once, in a far, far country, a great 
king, whose queen lay upon her death bed ; and the 
king and his daughter, Armina, vere with her night 
and day, and nursed her with tender solicitude. 
And when she was near her end, her daughter having 
one day left the chamber, she beckoned her husbaud 
to her bed-side and said to him — " Dear lotd and 
husband! I feel that my end^is fast approaching; 
death gnaws at my heart, and but a little while, 
and my heart will break, and my eyes be fixed in death. 
Now, before I die, I have one great request to ask 
of you, which I know you will not deny me." And 
the king said, " Oh, do hut speak, dearest wife, and 
though it cost me my kingdom, I will fulfil your last 
wish with fidelity." Then the dying queen raised 
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herselfuponcemore,witii her last strength, and grjsp- 
ing both her husband's hands in both her's, said — 
" Behold ! I know that yon have prized me beyond 
all things in the world for the sake of my beauty ^ 
and that you have often called me the fairest pearl 
in your crown. I remind you not of this from vanity, 
for that certainly passeth away when one foot is al- 
ready in the grave. No ! I would only bring to your 
mind, how often you have accounted yourself happy 
in your fair and virtuous wife. Now, I would fain 
know you to be as happy after my death, as you have 
been in my life time ; therefore, I entreat and conjnre 
you, when I am brought to the grave, and the 
mourning is over, let my likeness be painted a hun^ 
dred times, and send it all over your kingdom] until 
you shall find a maiden perfectly resembling me id 
personal beauty. And she who perfectly resemblet 
me in personal beauty, will be my equal abo in vir- 
tue, and in love for you ; so that you will live happily 
with her, as you have lived happily with me. And 
when you have found such a maiden, set your crown 
upon her head, and take her, in place of me, for your 
queen and wedded wife, that she may comfort and 
console you, as I have done, by sharing your grief^ 
and the cares of your kingdom, and enliven yotrf 
heavy hours with her cheerful converse." 
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During this discourse the tears mn down the good 
king's cheeks, and he said with great emotion — " Oh 
my beloved wife, what dost thou require of me 1 how 
can I forget thee and espouse another — for where 
shall I find a soul like thine, so gentle and so good ? '' 
" But thou fihult not forget me, my husband! and 
wilt not," said the queen affected. "In your 
future wife you shall still love and honor me : for, 
if she be like me in love for you, she will resemble 
me also in those qualities which you ascribe to me; 
and if she resemble me in these, she will be the same 
to thee as I, and I shall live to thee in her, although 
I be dead. Oh promise me to fulfil my request! 
Behold, I am growing weaker every hour, — let me 
take this consolation with me into the grave," 

With these words she sank down upon her pillow, 
quite exhausted. And the king promised her, in a 
voice almost stifled with sobs, to fulfil her desire. 
"Thanks, thanks!" she exclaimed, "now I am at 
ease ! " And she Ungered a few days longer, and then 
she blessed her daughter, and died. 

And when she was dead, the king caused her to be 
buried with great pomp, and erected to her memory 
a costly monument of white and black marble, over 
her grave, in the garden of his palace ; and he put on 
mourning for a long, long while, and often sat all 
night upon the tomb, and wept. 
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Aiid so several years passed in unbroken sorrow. 
And Armina, the king's daughter, grew to woman- 
hood, and became the very image of her mother in 
beauty aud Id virtue. Yet tlie king's grief did uot 
diminish, but preyed upon his health, so tlKit bis 
cheeks grew pale, his strength declined, and his body 
wasted away. 

And this caused great uneasiness to )iis coortien 
and his nobles ; for thoy said among themself ef), 
" Our king is a good king, and loves his country, and 
administers justice to his people with an even band; 
therefore, it is not good that he should wear himself 
out with grief, aud give way continually to such deep 
sorrow as must soon bring him to the grave. Tbeo 
our country would be desolate and forlorn, for he 
has not even a son to reign after him ; and the tkeigh- 
bouriiig kings and princes would light for the 
sovereignty, and for the hand of the fair princess Ar- 
mina ; and at length, our happy land would be laid 
waste with the ravages of war, and perhaps fall to the 
lot of a strange king, who would think only of fame 
and conquest, and have no care for the happiness of 
his subjects." 

Then the uobles agreed among themselves, and 
went to the king, and represented the matter to him, 
entreating him no longer to grieve and afilict him- 
self after that manner, but to endeavour to dispel his 
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sorrow, and to preserve his health and his life for his 
country's sake, which was so happy under his reign, 
and which seemed threatened with disasters if it 
should lose him. They entreated him also to give the 
country another queen, whose agreeable conversation 
might restore his lost peace, and who perhaps might 
become the mother of a prince, who would one day 
govern his people as justly and happily as he had 
done. But for a long time the king would give no 
ear to these proposals; and the nobles besought hiia 
the more everv duy, and persuaded him that it was 
his duty to be careful of himself, and his country's 
weal ; till, at last, he became weary of their impor- 
tunities, aud said to thera^" Well then, I will fulfil 
yonr desire and the wish of my good subjects. Bat 
I promised my deceased queen, upon her death-bed, 
that I would espouse none but a maiden perfectly re- 
sembling her in persoual beauty. Now if we must 
keep our faith with the living, we must keep it yet 
more strictly with the dead. Take, therefore, the 
queen's likeness, and let it be copied a hundred times, 
and send it about, all over the kingdom. Aud if ye 
find a maiden that perfectly resembles the portrait, 
she shall become your queen, even though she be a 
b^gar's daughter." But the king thought to himself, 
they might seek a long while before they found 
maiden perfectly like her. 
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And SO it happened. TTie nobles and courtiWs look i 
the queen's portmit, and had it copied a hundred and 
two hundred times, and sent it all over tlie country, 
to alltheprinces and counts of the kingdom, to see if 
any one of their daughters was like it. But tho 
tnessen^rs returned from all parts, and had not 
found what they were sent to seek. 

The king- rejoiced at this. But the conrtierB aoS 
the nobles met together again, and took counsel, anfl 
cansedthetikenessfo be copiedtwo, and three hundred 
times, and dispatched it to all the knights and baroiU 
in the land , to see whether any one of their daughteA 
was exactly like the portrait. But the messengets 
and servants retitmed again from all quarters, and 
had not brought with them that which they had been 
sent for. 

And the king rejoiced again. But his courtiets 
and nobles met together, and took counsel logntha 
again. And then they caused the portrait to be 
copied many thousand times, and sent it into all iSkt 
towns and villages in the kingdom, and had it ex- 
posed pablicly in all the squares and market place^; 
and carried about the streets; and they caused it 
be cried aloud in the towns and villages, that !*»■ 
maiden who should be found to resemble the qaeetfh- 
portrait, should come forward and be made queeo. 
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Thus they went through all the cities and towns of 
the kingdom, and made enquiries ut hII mills, and 
cottages, and returned home, and had not found thi; 
fac-simile of the portrait. 

Then the king was very glad, and thought to him- 
self, that the nobles and courtiers would now leave 
him at rest. But however, they met and coasulted 
once more. And now they sent the likeness into all 
the neighbouring countries, and caused the maiden 
to be sought there, also, in all cities, and towns, and 
villages. But the messengers returned from all parts. 
and brought word that the maiden whom they sought 
was not to be found anywhere. 

In the mean while, several years had 6own away, 
aiid the king's grief was by that time somewhat di- 
minished. Then his nobles and courtiers appeu^ 
before him again one day, and asked him if he would 
now fulfil his promise, provided they should name a 
maiden, wlio was the exact resemblance of the por- 
trait. Then the king took a solemn oath that he 
would keep his promise ; and if he did not fulfil it, in 
every point, they should banish him from his throne. 
Then said the nobles, "Well, we have now the king's 
word and our country will soon be blest with a queen, 
for Armina is the exact resemblance of her deceased 
mother." Thrai the king was struck with horror, and 
it fell heavily upon his heart that he bad so rashly 
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made an oath ; and he represented to them, that % 
wonld be a sin against man and heaven, such as was 
never heard of in the world, if a father should take 
his own daughter to wife; and that, though he waa 
a king, he durst not do, what no man hath yet done, 
since the world began. But the courtiers and nobles 
persisted that he had sworn to keep his promise, il 
every point, and that he durst not break his oathf 
therefore it must be so. Then the kmg denied ihid 
Armina was the exact resemblance of her mother; 
but they insisted upon it, and collected together aU 
the painters in the kingdom, to decide whether they 
were right or no. And the painters came far an^ 
near, and compared the beauty of Armina with the" 
mother's portrait; and all agreed that she bore thp 
most perfect resemblance to the portrait, so that it 
might justly be given out for the daughter's likeness: ' 
for one drop of water was not more like another, tha^ 
was Armina lo her mother's portrait. 

But the king denied it again, and said, they could 
not be judges in their own cause; for tbey were 
children of the land, and wished, in common with aE 
bis subjects, that he might give them another queen, 
and therefore they spake imtruly ; and lie insisted that 
judges should be brought from a foreign country, 
that they might he impartial. And the king wrote 
himself to all the kings and princes, his neighbours. 
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and they sent him their most skilful painters. So 
there was a larg'e assemhlage of foreign artists. But 
all were unanimous in the decision, that no hett^ 
likeness could possibly be painted, than the queen's 
portrait presented of her daughter Armiua. 

This was a severe blow to the king, for he had no 
longer any excuse, but must fullil hisYOW. Aud when 
Armiua heard that, she went to her faithful old 
nurse, and asked her for her advice. Aud she ad- 
vised her what to do. 

And the following morning, wJien her father cai;]^ 
to her, accompanied by the nobles of his court, to 
present her with the bridal gift of rich stuffs and 
precious jewels, she said to them — "Not so, dear 
father! — not so! ye courtiers and nobles! These 
presents are very costly, it is true, but I desire no- 
thing of all these pearls and precious stones ; nothing 
of all these embroidered silks and velvets; it beseems 
the king's bride to receive other bridal gifts, than 
these ye oifer. I have conceived three wishes in 
my heart; — if you fulfil these, I will immediately 
become your queen; but if ye fulfil them not every 
one, I swear to you here, that I will never, either 
now, or after my father's death, become cjueen of 
this land." 

And when she had thus spoken, her father rejoiced 
and was glad, for he hoped she would name three 
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wishes, which it was not iu the power of mortals to 
Ailfil ; and he readily consented that she should name 
the first wish. Then she reqaired that they should 
make her a robe of pure gold, which must glitter lilce 
the sun, and be as light as if it were of gauze. 
And the king was glad at heart; for he hoped that 
no man would be able to perform that which she de- 
sired. But the nobles and courtiers sent abroad into 
all foreign countries, after the most skilful artificer, 
and collected lliem all together, and promised a liuir- 
dred pounds of gold to whomsoever should produce 
the robe within a month. The greater part of them, 
howeviT, denied that such a robe could be wrought 
at all by mortal hands, and only three of them ad- 
vanced ; but they demanded a whole year, becaose 
the work was so difficult. At last one of the oldest 
of Ihemcame forward, andpromised to deliver the robe 
by the next full-moon. Then the other artists retired 
saying, " We are not gifted with magic power, nor 
are we in compact with ftdries and elves, that we 
should undertake to perform an impossib^ity, aa yott^ 
have done." And they all went away. 

But however, the following day, as the full-mooB 
was abont to rise behind the trees in the king's gali^ 
den, the artificer appeared with the golden rDbfi^ 
glittering like the sun. But all who bebeld it^ . 
thought itmust weigh heavier than a hundred weij^bt. 
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And as he produced it before the king and his court, 
he desired that the scales might be brought ; and 
he laid the robe in one of the scales, and in the other 
scale he requested the Princess Armina to place the 
pip of a Seville orange, — And lo ! the orange-pip 
drew the scale in which it lay far, far down ; and the 
scale that held the robe mounted high, as if there was 
nothing in it. And npon this the courtiers and nobles 
were astonished, and very joyful ; and they overloaded 
the artist with praises and honors, and caused a 
hundred pounds of gold to be weighed out to him, 
from the royal treasury. But Armina and the king 
tamed pale with affright and terror when they saw 
that the wish was accomplished, which the king's 
daughter had named because it appeared to her quite 
impracticable. 

On the following day Armina was to declare her 
second wish. So she went in the evening to consult 
with her faithfiil nurse, in her private, little chamber. 
And when she was asked in the morning, before her 
father and his court, to name the second wish, she 
demanded a picture no larger than the smallest coin 
of the realm, representing her father's castle and her 
fatherhimselflookingout of one of the windows; and 
yet the whole must be distinct and intelligible, and 
her father's features, in particular, perfectly 
delineated. 
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To execute so correct and so exceedingly delicate 
a picture, was held by all to be utterly impossibly 
but however, the nobles of the court seat ag^iin, an^ 
gathered together all the skilful artists out of all couq^ 
tries and kingdoms, far and near, and promised tm 
hundred pounds of gold to whomsoever should producp 
the required picture within a month. 

Then two of the youngest of the artists came foj* 
ward and promised to perform the task, if they weip 
allowed a year to do it iu. At length, howcv^ 
the younger of the two said he would uudejrtake tf 
produce the picture by the next fuJI-moou. ^ 

And when the day was come on which the mo<^ 
was at the full, he appeared before the king and tif 
nobles, and produced liis picture. And behold ! j^ ! 
was in a bos no larger than the smallest piece oj 
money coined in the realm ; and when he had opened 
this, the picture was seen inside of it : but it was Sjl 
small that it was necessary to examine it with a m^ 
croscope, in order to distinguish all its parts. And 
all who beheld it were astonished, for the king'iD 
portraitwas there so small that it was but a little dot; 
but when they examined it with the microscope thqj 
plainly recognized the king's features, and coid^ 
even distinguish the three sun-freckles upon Ii)i 



OF THB fiPRlNG. 81 

Thereupon the nobles and courtiers rejoiced again, 
and now hoped, confidently, that they should be 
able to accomplish Armina'a third wish also. There- 
fore they shewed the young artist all honor, as they 
had done to the old one, and gave him not only the 
two hundred pounds of gold which they had promised 
him, but made him moreover a handsome pres^it out 
of the king's treasures. 

But the king was a^ain sorrowful and in despair, 
for he had not believed it possible that this second 
wish could be accomplished. And Armina was yet 
mora sorrowful and cast down; and when it was 
evening she went again to consult the good old nurse. 
And as they requested, the follovnng morning, to 
know her third wish, she desired to have a Uttle ship, 
made of wrought silver and ornamented with gold; 
the ship to be made in the form of a flying dragon ; to 
be furnished with stores and provisions for thirty- 
years ; and to possess the property of transporting 
instantaneously, through the air, whoever sat in it, 
to wherever he listed. 

Then the courtiers and nobles sent again for all 
the skilful artificers, and all the magicians that could 
be found, and promised three hundred pounds of gold 
to any one who should produce such a ship within a 
month. And the artificers said, that if they had 
gold and silver enough, they could build such a ship ; 
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l)ut to furnish it with provisions for so long a tinw, or 
to impart to it the power of flying through the iuf 
whithersoever one listed, was beyond the art of luai^ 
and they could not accomplish it. Then two magiciaof 
stepped forth and said, that if the artists wouki 
make them the ship, they would, in one momeut, en- 
dow it with the faculty of moving freely in the ait; 
to the most distant part, according to Anmnalt 
wbh, and would also furnish it with thirty-yean 
provisions. , 

And when the nobles and courtiers heard that, th^ 
caused the artists to commence their work inunq- 
diately, and gave thenij out of the king's treasuryf 
all the gold and silver that were required; and they 
made all the artificers help. And lo! before th# 
third morning broke, the magicians had pronounced 
their charms over the silver ship in the form of « 
flying dragon ; and that very day it was brought tp 
the king and the Princess Armina. And tbecourtien 
and grandees said, that her three wishes being dov 
all fulfilled, she must no longer delay, and they insisteil 
upon the immediate celebration of the nuptials. 
Then the king found no excuse, and sorrowfully gave 
directions to prepare for the festival. 

But Armina stood up, and said — " Let alone the 
preparations for the festival, — for though I see befoif 
me the drag<Hi-ship, I doubt yet of its power to move 
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itself through the air, according to my orders; there- 
fore it is necessary that 1 first make trial of it," 
The father fonnd this but reasonable, as did also the 
courtiers and nobles. Then Armina went in doors, 
and put on her golden robe, shining like the sun, and 
took the Uttle picture of her father's castle, and wept 
bitterly in all the appartmeiits ; and went and called 
her old nurse, and wept again upon her father's neck, 
and took leave of him, as if she were going to part 
from him for ever. And when the nobles saw 
this, they murmered and said — " What means this? 
it appears as if she were taking leave of her father for 
ever!" This the Princess Armina overheard, and 
she turned to them saying — " Why are you munner- 
ing among yourselves that T thus take leave of my 
father? is it not true that I am about to leave lum 
for ever? — -for if the ship prove perfect, as they say, 
I have no longer a father: — I shall come back and 
find in him a hnsband I " When she said this to them 
they were pacified, and she threw her arms once more 
round her father, and wept, and pressed him to her 
heart, and kissed him. And then she entered, with 
her nurse, into the wonderful ship, and wished herself 
far, far away, upon some peaceful island in the ocean- 
Then the dragon-ship instantly raised itself high in 
the air, and darted away like an arrow; and before 
they coutd look up, it was ont of sight. 
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But the king, and the nobles of his court, and the 
people, remained standing there, and waited aiid 
waited from hour to hour, expecting every moment 
thai it would return. But it came not. And they 
waited from noon until evening, eiod from evenii^ 
till night, and midnight ^ but Armina returned not 
in the magiu ship. And they hoped till morning 
and again till evening, and till morning again, — but 
in vain were all their hopes. 

Then the king threw his crown upon the earth, and 
stamped upon it with his fe«t, and tore his hair and 
cried — " Oh that I had never been a king, and tiicn 
I should have had yet adaughter. But I am rightly 
served, for 1 have suffered myself to be led away 
and tempted to sin against heaven. My daughtn 
has done right to make her escape and leave me.^ 
And with that he went away and shnt himself m^ 
in his inmost chamber, and grieved and sorrowed, tiH 
in a few weeks, he died. And the neighbouring 
princes divided his kingdom amongst them, and lived 
on as before. 



CHAP. II. 

Now Armina and her nurse had been transported 
in the dragon-ship to a peaceful, happy island ; and 
they lived there some months in deep mourning. 
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because sht; bad been compelled to desert Itex beloved 
parent, and to quit her cberisbed futherlaad, und her 
beautiful gardens, aiid her fragrant flowers, and her 
gentle doves, aud her snow-wliile lamba, which she 
had hitherto tended and fed every day with hw own 
hand. And her nurse often went to her and spake 
coosolatioQ to her heart ; but her heart knew no c^- 
sation of its griefs. Then the nurse proposed to her 
that they should repair again on board the dragon 
slilp, and visit first oae place, and then anoth^, and 
so see all nations, and all parts of the world. 

And the princess was content ; and they got into the 
ship, and wished themselves now here, uow there, and 
visited the countries and cities in the east, the south, 
uiid the west, and even the frigid regions of the north. 
lu this manner they travelled about for many years, 
and got accustomed to find themselves every week in 
a fresh place. And Armina gradually forgot her 
griefs, and her futlier's death ; for she liad soon heard 
that he had died. Aud as she now thought that she 
must be quite forgotten in her native country, she 
wished herself there once again, on her favorite spot 
in the garden of the castle ; — aud she was iustantly 
carried thither ui the magic ship. And she looked 
round about the garden, and rejoiced to Snd that all 
remained the same as formerly. And as she came 
to the rocky spring where she used to wash her 
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lambs, lu ! there lay in the fresh grass that bordered 
the rivulet, two beautiful little naked children; and 
thpy tamed their clear, sparkling eyes upoa her, and 
stretched out their little arms towards her. And Ar- 
mina said to her nurse; " Come and see the two lovely 
little infants that are lying here in the grass- — I will 
take them to myself and be a mother to them." But 
the nurie said — " By no means my princess ! — would 
you plunge the poor mother in grief f perhaps she 
laid them here herself, and intends to come presently, 
and fetch them away." " No ! " said Armina, "sea 
how they smile upon me with their little eyes, as if 
they would say — " We are helpless ! take compassion 
on us." Then the nurse answered — " If yon think 
so, let us wait here awhile at the well, to see if 
their mother com^ or not. Let us remain tilt the 
sun goes down, for so long no mother would leave her 
child atone and exposed in this way." 

And they concealed themselves behind the trees, 
and watched if any body came to take away the in» 
fants. But the evening towered and nobody had 
come. So they approached the welt, and Armina 
took up the smiling tittle cherubs in her arms, and 
got into the ship witli them, and the nurse followed, 
and they wislied themselves away again upon their 
peaceful little island in the ocean; and they resolved 
to remain there a tittle while, until the infants should 
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have acquired strength to bear the coustaut change of 
climate. And Armina nursed them as a mothLT, 
and took great care of them. 

And one day the nurse came to her and said — 
" You have had the children already Neveral mouths, 
and have not yet given them any names; whatdoyou 
mean to call them!" Then the princess reflected a 
moment, and answered, " True, they must each have 
a name, that we may call them when they grow older, 
and begin to run about ; so uncover them that we 
may cbristea them." And the nurse drew away the 
covering that was strett^bed over their little bed. 
And Armina said— -"They shall both take their 
names from the water, because I foond them at the 
spring. This one with blue eyes and hair shall be 
called Brunneiihold, because he is more gentle and 
friendly than the other; and he with dark eyes and 
curly, brown locks, we will call Brunnenstark, because 
lie is stronger than Brunnenbold." And from that day 
they called the two urchins Brunnenbold and Brun- 
nenstark, each according as Armina had said. 

And the two children grew up in cheerfulness and 
innocence, and played and toyed away many an hour 
with their mother, Armina; and Armina watched 
over tbemwithmatemalsohcitude and affection. And 
as they grew bigger, their mother and their mother's 
nurse carried them about, and stopped here and 
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■topped there, sometimes a long time, sometimes a 
shorter time, and always according to their pleasure. 
And the time flew rapidly over, and Brunnenhold 
and Bninaenstark hiid reached their twelfth year. 
Then Armina consulted, one day, with the oUl nuree, 
and said to her — " My boys are now more than 
twelve years old, and it is time to take them some- 
where where they may learn a business to support 
themselves by-and-by. What business, think yon, 
should I let them leani!" Then the nurse an- 
swered — " It is a happy thing that you think of this 
yourself; I feared you would not be able to part from 
your dear children." " Indeed can I part with them ! " 
said Armina, " I could even part from my dear father ! 
What must be, must not be neglected, however dear 
it cost. The boys cannot live as I Uve, for my little 
ship is furnished with but thirty years' provisions, 
and the half of that time must be expired. Be- 
sides, what advantage would it be to them to live 
idly a few years longer, and then on a sudden to find 
themselves without a subsistence, or the means of 
earning one. It is therefore necessary that we part. 
But tell me what profes»on shall I bring them up to ^'^ 
" tet them choose for themselves," said the nurse,. 
" we are near a populous town here, and to-day there 
is to be a grand f&te, and people come from all parts to 
be present at it Let me go loo, with the boys, that I 
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may lead them among the people, and they may then 
make choice of a profession." And Amiina approved 
of the Durse's plan, and she embraced her boys, Bfun- 
oenhold and Bninnenstark, and suffered them tofd 
with the old woman, and mingle with the world. 

Then the nurse led them to the gate of a large tem- 
ple, and said to them — " Observe the people as they 
come out, and shew me him who pleases you most." 

And ihe boys rejoiced at the thought of going to 
live among men, instead of being always with their 
mother and the nurse; their laces glowed with 
delight, and they were impatient till the people came 
out. And when the ceremonies were over in the 
temple, and the people came out, they observed 
them all one by one, bnt shook their heads at all of 
them : for not one pleased them, of all that came 
out of the temple. 

And the last of them had passed, and the nurse had 
asked a hundred times if such a one had pleased 
them, or such another ; and not one had passed whose 
appearance pleased the boys. And just as the nurse 
was going to take them away, scoldiug, there passed 
one more person out of the temple ; and it was a man 
in a ^reen dress, with a short sword by his side. 

Then both the boys cried out at once — " There ! 
that is the man; let us go with him ! He pleases us 
most of all we have seen to day, and if a tlunisaud 
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more were to come, none wonid please us so well ai 
this man." 

And the nurse was ^lad of this, and she led the 
boys to tihe man, and said to him — " Behold, good 
sir, I am sent by my lady to ask if you will consent 
to take her two sons unto you, whom you see belbrt 
you, and instruct them in every thing that is good; ' 
and teach them the profession that you follow. TbeJ 
bave taken a liking to you, ami will therefore ob^ 
yon in evo^ thing, and give you great joy." 

And tlie boys looked confidently in the face of the ■ 
man in green, and said — " Yes, do take us with yoi^ , 
green man ! We will be obedient to you in evexj 
thing," "And my mistress will repay your care whh ■ 
princely munificence," added the nurse. But tite 
man in green looked at ber askance, and said, b^ 
indignant, " What ! do I look like one who asks ijB- 
mediatdy for bis reward 'i There is time enough to ' 
talk of that. If I dont do a thing for my own sake» 
depend upon it, I do it not for any reward, however 
princely." Thereupon be turned to the boys, and.' 
smiled, and looked kindly on them, and reached oat. 
bis bands to them, saying — " Come along then, m^ 
little fellows, I'll take you with me. 1 am a man wha. 
follows the chase in the green forest, and a forester 
must have good courage, as you appear to havet! 
therefore, welcome shall ye be. I have no children^* 




OF THE SPRING. itt 

often as I have wished to have some, and my wife too. 
Behold, now I have two at once, and exactly such 
as I have wished for." Then he turned to the nnrse, 
and said — "Go now to your mistress, and tell her 
that I will undertake to bring up her boys well — 
I will treat them as if they were my own. And I 
am an old fellow myself; soif Idie they shall be my 
heirs, and divide my property between them. But 
I hope to live long enough yet to make them a couple 
of stout foresters." 

And so they separated : the boys went along with 
the forester, and the nurse returned to her mistress, 
and related how the matter was settled. Then they 
seated themselves again in their dragon-ship, and 
wished themselves now here, now there; and re- 
solved to return in a few years, to look after Brunnen- 
bold and Brunnenstark. 

And the boys were happy with the forester, and 
very obedient to all his wishes ; and they assisted 
him in the forest, and in the wood, oaring neither for 
rain nor stonn, and slayed beasts, and hunted wild 
animals ; and they {Wanted and dug in the garden, and 
assisted the good old wife, between whites, in her do- 
mestic affairs, and thus so effectually gained the hearts 
of the old couple, that they lovett them even more 
than some parents love their children. 



Thus thin^ went on for four full years. And by 
that lime, Brunueiiliold and Brunnenetark had fully 
learnt tbt) buRuiest; of the forest life, and wished them* 
selves away again, to seek their fortunes in the worfdi 
But the old forester and his wife would not part wiA 
them for their lives. And now that they weit; eig'bteefi 
years old, they longed ardently to see more of the 
world, and would no longer be withheld l>y the eo- 
ireaties and tears of the old couple. And when the 
latter saw that they could no longer keep them, tb^ 
gave each of them a new hunting coat; and the 
old woman went up into the garret, and brougM 
down two bunting knives, with a spoon and a little 
knife in the handle of each, and she presented one t» 
each of the youths, and said — " Take these two hunt- 
ing knives, and keep them in remembrance of your 
old foster-mother, I received them, on my IiridaU 
day, Irom a strange old woman, who long ere this 
must rest beneath the sod. She told me to give tbem 
one day to my sons; and when they separated, the^ 
wereto stick these little knives in the trunk of a tree, 
at the cross-road where they parted. Whicbevet 
then of the brothers first returned to that tree, should' 
draw out the other's knife ; if it remained white ami ■ 
clean, it would be a sign that his brother lived and' 
was well; but if it had become rusty, it would be »■ 
sore token that his brother was either dead, or in 
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great danger of death. You see!" she coutinued, 
" heaven has not blessed me with children, and there- 
fore the two knives have lain untouched till now. 
But now you are my sons, and-may perhaps need 
them. Alack ! I know not how it is, but I feel as if 
I should never see you again ! " As she said this, she 
hid her face in her apron, and let her tears flow. 

Then the old forester turned to them and said, " 1 
know how it is with you youngsters — I was once young 
myself. You think that it is all Paradise beyond 
the hills, that and the roasted pigeons fly into a man's 
mouth of their own accord — but no such Ihingf— - 
they must be caught, and plucked, and roasted, just 
the same as here. And often it fares worse yonder, 
for sometimes one tinds none to kill, and goes home 
with an empty bag. However, I tell you, if it should 
ever fare ill with yon, you know where you are at 
home ; and that you must promise me, — that if you 
fare do better yonder, or worse, than you have done 
here, you will come back to me ; you need not be 
ashamed, E know very well how it is." 

This they both promised with their hands and lips, 
iiud all separated with tears. Brunnenhold and 
Brunneiistark went out into the world. But the two 
old people could no longer accustom themselves to 
Uving all alone. The wife missed them everywhere, 
in the bouse, and in the yard, and in the garden ; 
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and her husband no longer loved to ^o out into the 
vooda to bunt, as before. And they both di»l of old 
age, and had no wish save that of seeing th«ii two 
foster-children unce again. But this wisli could not 
be fulfilled, for they were wandering about the world, 
and had each his own adventure-s to pursue. 

And when Annina, their mother, once came to 
see after her sons, there lived a strange forester in 
the forest, who could scarcely give any information 
about his old predecessor. But of Bruuucnhold 
and Brunnenstark he knew nothing at all, for he 
had, himself, come from a distant part, to settle 
in the deserted forest-house. 



CHAP. III. 

Brunnen HOLD and Brunnenslark proceeded oa- 
words, and always onwards, till at length they came to 
a thick wood, so thick indeed and overgrown, that the 
sun's rays could not penetrate into it, so that it was 
never perfect day within. The path was narrow upon 
which they went, and would scarcely admit of their 
walking together. Andx^'hentheyhadcomeexactlyta 
thecentre of the thick, dark wood, they suddenly heard 
a roaring that was louder than any they had ever heard ; 
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and they first were frightened when they heard it, 
and then they were glad; for they thought there 
would be an adventure for ihem. And the roaring 
came nearer and nearer ; and now it seemed close to 
the narrow road, and they heard a rustling in the 
bushes. And lo ! a lioness stood in the middle of the 
way, and looked coolly upon them, and roared out, 
and then went away again into the thicket. 

Then Brunuenhoid said to Bninnenstark^" It 
seemed to me as if she roared out to us that we must 
wait here." " Was it not so?" said Brunnenstark. 
And they stopped and talked about it ; and out came 
the lioness again, and she bore two young lions in 
her mOuth, and she threw them down at their feet, 
and roared out. And they heard distinctly the 
words — "There, take them; you will have need of 
them." Then the lioness disappeared, leaving the 
two cubs at their feet. And Brunuenhoid and Brun- 
nenstark made chains for them of willow houghs, 
and led them alter them, and talked of the adventure, 
how extraordinary it was. 

And they had not done talking of it, when they 
heard a growling and growling through the wood ; 
and there was a rustling among the bushes before 
them, and a she bear came out, and looked at them, 
and growled, and went hack into the wood. And 
after a little time she came out again, dragging two 
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biNiBCb Amrt J^ottiig4)e(t]^>iiin4fefiy^ti«eid iA)lldi#>t(i€te. 

And so they'^^eiLt 6ii/'i Ttlea<*iiiiad0ttlyJ 
to«d^^v4l»eidM lidwU% ttttmiick'^^ iMii' H'^ame 
^(BteeiiafMi tf^eurer^ and ^^wolf 4)«De lidh»4M[^*Mt<of 

Aiid iifajt i^teil»'iiiai!vdliiig» ta ae^^if >^^ Mrolf 
twouUbido diie ilmDeaft'^ho lioiteft»aiid' 4lke 'she-bew. 
.i^lieti.tlieijivl ivakddfnotilbiigi' before aheiretiinied ^Mid 
ibrqfiglitf tUemtwo yovBf wolvai^ and tiu»w them at 
thek faet\ jiijld.lliey .distkigttidMd€UiUd*iier howttngs 
tb^isametwDnfe-tt* ^^Tdke dieniy ifori you diay want 
ftiienn^'' And eaafajumde anotli^s<cliaoi'Of ^twigs for 
Ilia^«yoini9\^olve6|!aad;ledtiieiniion. ! < ' ': ' 

^ Tht^jattenl^BnuitienfaoldaaU^toBtfuilienatai^ 
''It is pleasant enough; that safar^thfe^iikehas hap- 
pened to both of us ; but methinks it wotdd ^b^yet 
more agreeaUe to flepauete^amLappoiota place wiiere 
we may mieet agam«> Then eadi wovUbencoant^ 
his separate adveutares, «ad when we met ag^n in 
the world, we could relate to one another what may 
have befallen us, and so we should live a doable life <^ 
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adveutures." This discourse pleased BrunDenstEO-k, 
for he had already thought the same to himself, mily 
he would not tetl his brother, for feat he should oot 
like the proposal. Besides, he thoug'ht they might 
theu, one or other of them, sooDer or later meet with 
their mother, in the course of their vauderings. So 
theyagreedtopart at the first cross-road, and to turD, 
one to the right, and the other to the left. 

And i?hen they were come to the next cross-road, 
Bninnenhold stopped, and 'drew out his hunting 
knile, and took the little knife that was in the handle 
of it, and stuck it up to the hilt in the trunk of a 
large oak, that stood at the pardug of the roads, and 
said — " Do thou the same, that each may have a sign 
when he comes back, whether the other be living or 
dead." And Bruuueostark drew out his little knife 
also, and stuck it up to the handle in the trunk. Then 
they embraced, and separated from each other, and 
promised to return after a certain number of years, 
to sec if the knives were rusty. And they took 
each his road, the one to the right hand, and the 
other to the left. 

Now Bninnenhold had taken the road to the right, 
und he journeyed un through field and meadow, and 
over hill and dale, pursuing his occupation as he 
listed, one day here, and oue day there. And in this 
manner he arrived at a large city. And as he entered 
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the gate of the city» he b^eld all the hoases hung 
with black eloth; and instead of the colours, a long 
piece of mourning crape was flying on Ihe fte^-staff 
at the palace. A death-like stilbess reigned in the 
streets, and not a man nor woman was to be seen 
anywhere. 

And he entered a tavern, and requested a glass of 
something to refresh hun. And the landlord went 
and fetched him a draught of fresh ale, and pliK>ed it 
before hun on the table tad said not a w6rd^*-*'not even 
** much good may it do you " !* Then Bnuinenhold 
became curious to know why the city was so sorrowful^ 
and he tamed to the host and said — '^Prythee, friend, 
tell me what has happened to your city ? You are 
all in mourning, and I see everywhere nothing' but 
black cloths hanging about, and mourning crapes 
flying. Who is it that is dead?" ■ '• '■ 

But the landlord fetched t deep sigfa and sdid — 
/' Alas ! Sir, we are threatened with a great iftisfer- 
tune.-^ee, place yourself at that wiiQdo^,-flfild look 
out yonder! what do you see Ihereon^^t^Wthe 
mountain ? " *' I see nothing," answcfred-Brtlnllen* 
hold, *♦ but a large square rock."^ ^^ W^H,'* Md'the 
host ^^ if you see that, you have our whol^ ihisforttnie 
before youy*' '' 

* In former timeg, this, was the benUon inTariabl^ bestowed bj 
" miie'Kotfy** oh pres'^dtin'g a tankard to his guesl^s.' 
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Then Brutuieiihold marvelled and said — " But 
how can that great atone lie your misfortune ! I can- 
not understand it ! It lies (irm enough on the hill'ij 
back, and may lie there long ere it falls and topples 
down your house." " Ah ! truly there is no need of 
that," said the landlord ; " that stone, look yon, is called 
the dragon's stone, and we are forced every new-moon 
to place there on the top of it, the maiden that from 
new-moon to new-moou shall have attained her six- 
teenth year. Then there cornea a terrible, seven-headed 
dragon, that swallows hemp, bones, and hair, and all. 
'And if we do it not, the dragon threatens to fall upon 
our city, and upon all the cities and towns in the king- 
dom, and to spit fire out of his seven mouths, and to 
swallow up every thingthat shall fall within the range 
of his fourteen fiery eyes. Therefore, on the first day 
after the new-moon, the register of the maidens is 
again examined, for the next time, and to see who 
will reach her sixteenth year during the month. 
Then the youngest of them is selected and placed on 
the dragon's rock. And behold now, during the last 
foiy weeks, no other maiden save the king's only 
daughter has reached her sbcteenth year, and so she 
must be led out at noon to be sacrificed. But you 
shall see her first ; she is a perfect pattern to all 
maidens in beauty and virtue." < 

Then Brunueuhold said — "Now I comprehend 
why the whole city is in mourning. But say. 
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19 there not a man in all your land wLo' bas 
courage to slay the dragon ? " " What ! slay it I " 
answered the host ; " a dragon is not a spruce little 
gentleman like you, with a rosy-cheeked, comely fece, 
and soft blue eyes; no, he bus scales npou bjin 
that are like steel, and they cover his whole body; 
onlyuponbb greedy throat he has small rings instead, 
and there he is vulnerable. But it requires a giaafs 
strength, and the courage of n lion, and then it's of no 
use after all." "Why so?" asked Bmnnenhold, 
" Why so 1 why because the dragon is all the better 
pleased when anybody hacks off one of his sevea 
heads, for instantly out of the streaming bkwd there 
spring up two new ones. — Think ye none have tried 
it with him ^ Six have already fought him, and the 
dragon has got each time oue head the more, whiUt 
the fool-hardy combatants have come off with the km 
of the only head they had, — for the dragon has eaten 
them all clean up." i 

And while they were thus conversing together 
about the dragon, there came a herald through the 
street, blowing a tmmpet and proclaiming with a 
loud voice — "The king has sworn by his head, that 
whosoever shall slay the seven-headed dragon and so 
release the king's daughter from the dragon's rock, 
shall marry the princess, and become heir to the- 
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And. be nimt qp through all the stceetti, dedariug 
aloud the prociamation of the king. And tke land- 
lord said — " Aye aye, call as lon^ as yoii ■*JH'rrt»- 
body will be tool etiougli to venture his aeekJnicitbe 
Mug's daughter," , ^ >rii 

Brunnenhold j*'as silent and said not a word; but 
Jiaving drank ifis caa empty, he rose and dem^utded 
what he wasto|>ay;aad he paid for his drink aiKlffiie 
about to go.. Then the landlord of the tavern looked 
him full, in the face, and shook his head, saying — 
';' Hark you, young man, what is it you are medita- 
liog.' I see you have got something in your head- 
why should you go away again so soon ! Surely yon 
will not be so rash as to. attack the dragon!" And 
Brunnenhojd said — " Well, and what if I did ; "' 
Then tite landlord turned pale and cried out, "What! 
wosld you set your young life upon the chance I — for 
yo« are lost, with yoai smooth face, and yoiu curly 
locks, and your blue eyes, if you come but within tho 
range of his foorteen monstrous eyes of tire. It is no 
joke, iny yonng master, such a- dragon as that, — you 
may be a good hunter, but a dragon is not game for 
yon, it is a very dreadful lieast to hunt, — knights 
and warriors liave already assailed him, and have 
failed to conquer him. Prythee, take ray advice, — 
stay here quietly and pass the season of mourning 
with ns. There will be a numerous procession to-day 
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to the dragon's rock; — it is said; tile kiogfatmself will 
aecompRDy it, and it must pass directly- before my 
bonse, therefore you will see it best here." 

Bnmnenhold ^ve his loquacious host do answer, 
but went out, and took his lieasts with him, and 
vent to the dragon's rock. And whea be was 
there, he let his beasts loose from their chmns, and 
stationed himself, with them, in a thicket hard by. 
And noon arrived ; and then there came a fun^^ pro- 
eesBion out of the city. First came the king, weep- 
ing, and his daughter, who was wrapped op in a ifage 
Mack veil so that one could scarcely see her form, 
was carried after htm in a black litter. After her 
(jame the grandees and nobles of th« king^s court; 
then followed u hundred young virgins, bearing ead 
a funeral wreath of rosemary and white roses, and 
as many youths, bearing sprigs of cypress in their 
hands. And last of all came a long line of the 
citizens, and inhabitants of the surrounding country. 

And when the procession had reached the dragon's 
rock, they lifted the king's daughter out of her litter, 
and ber father embraced her, Hfid took bis last leave 
flf her with floods of tears. — Then they bound her eyes, 
and the black veil was taken off, and the eight men 
who had carried the litter now led her up the steps 
to the top of the dragon's rock. And the youths 
planted their sprigs of cypress round about the 
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I stone, and tbe virgins waved their funeral 
wreaths, and threw them in acircle round the weeping 
maiden. And when they had done that, they all hur- 
ried and ran down again quickly. And the processioD 
hastened back to the city, and not one of them all 
looked back any more, after the poor, trembling vir* 
gin- Only her father often turned round, and tears 
flowed down his cheeks; but his oourtiers hurried 
him along, and would not suffer him to stop to look. 

And soon the procession had reached the city, and 
all was still around the dragon's rock. Only the 
tender kin g'sdaughter stood above, trembling and sob- 
bing aloud, and wailing that her complaints filled the 
wide waste which surrounded the dragon's rock. Then 
Bnmnenhold came forth, and mounted the rock with 
his beasts, with the lion, the hear, and tbe wolf, that 
were now scarcely a year old, and yet were they 
larger and stronger than tbe fulUgrown and strongest 
of their species. 

And when be readied the top, he stood before the 
virgin , lost in wonder and admirati<m: for he had neiver 
seen a maiden more gentle, and more lovely. And 
he took her by',the band. And she shrieked aloud, for 
she thought it was the dn^on ; but he said — " Fear 
not, noble lady, for lo! I am come to deliver you 
from the dragon." And thereupon he loosened the 
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baudage iirum her eyes, ttDd.ooBltoited ber,.and.led 
her down from the tln^uii's stone. i :r- , ,11, ,u 

And as he was abcntt to ce-asceud tlrte dtttgoa'a 
rock, the kuig's daught^c lotted upon him, and 
beheld what beautiful bloud hair he had, and bov.il 
fell in ringlets upon bis ueok, ami wbat a mild ligibt 
beamed from his blue eyes; aud when she retlectcA 
what a noble youth he tntist be to undertake so perikj 
ous a task, she wanted to go u|> again-in bis plaoili 
and woukl not suffer him to expose himself to the 
dragon. But he quieted her nppreheiisions with Ih 
courageous discourse, and aationded the rock, ao^ 
drew his hunting knife; and around him stood th» 
lion, the Iiear, and the woltV And the beasts' eyoi 
glowed with lire, so that one might have imagiiiaA 
they were eager to engage with the dragon. .•••jfi 

As the day drew towards the close, the dragtd 
appeared afar off in the heavens, and darkened tfa| 
sun's face like a cloud. And he came nearer fni^ 
nearer, and stood now upon the rock, and strqtobfrf 
the jaws of his middlemost head wide open ag-aimtf 
Brnnnenhold, to swallow him up. But BrunDenhotft'' 
dealt him a powerful stroke with his knife, andt;!^ 
oft', his head exactly at the ring of his neck. AmI 
the lion hung with his mighty claWs u|>On die stiiup 
of his neck, and sucked in the streaming blood, Bctlldl 
no new head could spring up out of it. Then ^ 
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dra^ii Opened his second pair of jaws against him, 
and spit fire at him. But before the flame reached 
him, Bmnnenhold hewed oif his second head, and so 
also the third, and the fourth, and the fifth, and the 
sixth, and the seventh. And his beasts constantly 
sncked in the blood as it streamed forth from his necks, 
and became so strong after it, that they drew theenor- 
mous dragon down from the rock, and tore his carcass 
into a thousand pieces. 

And the king's daughter stood with her face turned 
away, and sutfered great distress, lest the heroic 
youth should fall a prey to the monster. But as he 
now called to her, and descended from the rock, and 
stood before her, oft'ering to lead her and shew her the 
conquered dr^on, still being torn by the beasts, the 
tears of joy ran down her cheeks, and she fell upon 
her deliverer's neck, andcoold notlind words to thank 
him for her great emotion ; and a heavenly smile 
played upon her features, and she called him her 
bridegroom, because her father had sworn to give 
her to whomsoever should deUver her from the 
dragon's rock, and to make him heir to his throne. 

And Brnnuenhold rejoiced heartily, and called her 
his lovely, gentle bride, and said to her — " Go down 
now, noble lady, into the city, and present yourself to 
the king, and tell him who has delivered you; and I 
will return in a year and a day to celebrate the 
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marriagefestivol: Iwould gladly go with younow,hnt 
that I know your father would not allow me to leave 
him again. Now I have yet a mother, wliom I tnusi 
first seek out, that she may give me ber blessing: 
for they say that a double portion of happiness anii 
peace attends the marriage that is made with otir 
parents' beuison. For a year and a day I will seek 
her; if I find her sooner on my way, I will retam to 
you sooner; but if I do not find her at all, in that lime, 
I will look upon it as the dispensation of heaven, and 
return back withoot her blessing. 

Then, in order that the king's daughter might 
know him again when he returned, he broke off the 
tip of the blade of his hunting knife, and gave it to 
her. And the maiden set out to return to the cit^u 
but Brunnenhold stayed behind upon the ( 
rock, and took the teethont of the dragon's seven hea 
and put them into his pockets. Then he deiicenc 
QD the opposite side ; and he wandered about a w 
year, and sought his mother everywhere, but c 
not find her. 



As the king's daughter went down from t 
dragon's rock into the city, fuU of joy at herdehvei 
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IVom death by the handsome youth, and, at the same 
tune, full of sorrow that he could not go with ber di- 
rectly to her father, she was obliged to pass through 
a wood, and by the door of a man who madecharcoal. 
And aa she went by the shed where he kept his wood 
to burn, he rushed out with a club, which he bran- 
dished high in the air, and threatened to kill her if 
she did not swear the most sacred oath, that she 
would tell the king, and every body, that he, the char- 
coat burner, bad delivered her from the dragon. 
Then the king's daughter fell down upon her knees* 
iit bis feet, and implored him to spare her, promis- 
ing to give him money, and houses, and land, as 
much as he would. But he persisted in his demand, 
and threatened to kill her instantly, with one blow of 
his enormous club, if she did not take the oath. 
Then she swore to him with the most sacred oath, 
that she would give out that he had delivered her 
from the dragou, and that she would become his 
wife. And when she had so sworn, he suffered her 
to proceed home. And he went up immediately 
to the dragon's rock, and struck oft' part of the scull 
from each of the dragon's heads, and put them into 
a sack, and took them home to his dwelUng, that he 
might have a proof of bis having killed the dragon. 
And he had scarcely got home to his shed, before 
a costly carriage appeared, which was sent to carry 
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him to the kbg. And he seated himself therein 
with his souty clothes, ttnd took the drama's sculb 
with hiia, And the club. 

And the king received him with great honor, and 
caused him immediately to be washed, and clad in i 
rich suit, mid tiis t'ltce cleansed from the soot. And 
he caused Ute sculls to be placed in his cabinet, be- 
cause his most precious jewel, his beloved daughtei, 
liad been preserved by the death of the dragon. And 
he caused the charcoal-man's club to be preserved, b»- 
cause lie believed tbnt he had slain the dragon with it 

And when a few days were passed, the king made 
preponitious tor the uuptials of his daughter and the 
charcoal-burner. — Then the noble princess fell athia 
feel and besought him to grant her three years' grace. 
Bui the kiug said — " Hark you, my child ; I would 
gludly grant your request, if it would avail anything; 
but what must be done is better done directly, and 
you must become the bride of the charcoal burner, 
since he is your preserver, and I have given him 
my royal word, and have sworn a solenm oath, which 
I dare not break, even if your deliverer himself 
wished it." 

Then she burst into tears, and entreated him to 
grant her but one year's delay. And the kiug had 
the charcoal-burner called into his presence, and 
represented the matter to him, and asked him if he 



op Tttn SPRING. 109 

would postpone the nuptials for a year. Aiid the 
charcoal- burner cottsfMil^d to it. And the maiden 
rejoiced greatly, for she trusted' Confidently in the pro, 
miae of her deliverer with the boantiful blond hair and 
soft blue eyes. But one day passed after another, 
and one veek after another, and the months flew 
away, and the morning had broke upon the day in 
which she was to he married to the charcoal-burner, 
and her deliverer was not come; And she had fallen 
down at her father's feet, as he again commenced the 
preparations for tlie nuptials, and had besought him 
with tears, to grant her fnrther delay. But she 
wonid not break her oath, and confess why she so be- 
sought him ; and hetarned away from her in anger, 
and called hcraSiily girl, because she asked arequest 
and knew not why she asked it, not could give any 
reason whatever. And he proceeded in the prepara- 
tions, and bade her superintend the cooking in the 
kitchen, aa was her custom on feast-days. 

Now Brunneohold returned to the city, and heard 
music playing, aiid saw colours flying; and all the 
houses were decorated with wreaths of Ilowers, and 
all the people had pui"on their best clothes. And he 
turned into the same tavern as before, and demanded 
something to drink; and the host recognized him, 
for he saw his beasts lying about him on the floor, 
and he cried — "Ah ah! methinks I have had the 
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pleasure of seeing your houor before. Yes, yes, it 
was exactly this day twelvemonth that you wanted to 
make me believe you were going up straight to 
the dragon's rock, and I took a good deal of pains to 
dissuade you from it, fori thought yoii were in ear- 
nest. Well, a tavern-keeper must learn to humour 
his guests," 

Then Brunnenhold became attentive and a^eA< 
him — "What Us the dragon alive yet?" "Ohl menur 
defend us! no! no! he is dead enough. God bo 
prised! there are uo more funeral processions, up to; 
the rock," answered the host. And when BrunneiK' 
hold asked how that happened, he said — " Why loot-' 
yon, several have made the attempt to slay the dniv. 
gon, but none of them were wise enough to leave hist 
heads on his necks, and to find some other method (^i 
dispatching him, until the charcoal-burner went, and; 
broke the scull of every head with a club, so thj^ 
no single one could growbto two, as they didbpfor^. , 

Then Brujnienhold laughed andsaid tothehosty-? 
"You are facetious, Mr. Landlord ; hut why doyou pij&?j^ 
tend to be so ignorant of the matter?" And theland-' 
lord stared at him in astonisbment,and knew not ^h^ 
answer to make; his amazement encreased when he 
perceived that Brunnenhold laid claim to the honor of 
the feat, and he was at a loss whether to believe biB 
or not. Brurmenhold observing his doubt, s&jjt 
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to Mm— ''Mark you ! I will seiid my lion up to llie 
king's palace, and he shall bring me back the prin- 
cess's necklace, asaproof that she knows me, and will 
remember me when she sees the lion." 

But the landlord would not believe him when he 
said it, aud he laid liim a hundred pieces of gold 
to one, that it could not 1»; for he thought the cen- 
tinals on guard would not permit the lion to reach 
tbe princess's apartments. And Brunnenhold made 
the bet with him, for he knew that bis beasts were 
gifted with reason, and were wiser than many men; 
and he put his hunting knife into hia lion'smouth, and 
said to him — "Go into the king's palace, and fetch 
me the princess's necklace." And the lion went 
out, and tbe landlord looked after him, not a little sur- 
prized to see him take the right road to the palace. 

Aud the lion passed along, at a rapid pace, through 
the streets leading to the king's palace { and the peo- 
ple all got out of his way, and went and spread an 
alarm, and said that there was a loose lion prowling 
about the city. 

And when he came to the palace gates, he entered ; 
and the sentries did not venture to stop him, but fled 
into the guard house, for the lion was much bi^er 
than any ordinary lion. And so he passed on, unmo- 
lested, up the steps, and along the corridors, and by 
several doors. Aud when he came to the kitchen 
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where the spits were turaiug, the jacks rattliug, the 
flames crackling, and the cooks aiid the maids ^d 
the scullioiis runniD^ to aud fro, arranging the pots 
and Uie pans, and here throwing in salt, anil there 
pep[>er, aiid here Gtirrliig the coals, and there reple- 
nishing the fires with wood — the lion entered. Aiid 
the cook-maids, when they saw him, ran into the ci)^ 
boards, and locked themselves in ; and the ,cook ^nd 
his o^istants got up the chimney. _ I i 

But Helgrita, the king's daughter, stood tit^rej 
preparing a favorite dish for her tatber, Apd OB ^ 
perceived the kitchen-maidsriuituag away, she looked 
up, and saw the Hon entering the kitchea. And. it 
immediately occurred to her that it Eilght be Bma: 
nenhold's lion. And she approached him, ajtd ptUr 
ceived the hunting knife, aiid linew it a^ain, for 
Bninnenhold had broken off the end of it and given 
it to her that slie might recognize him. And the 
tears of joy stood in her eyes, for she now hoped tW 
her deliverer himself was near at hand. And iu bei 
delight, she flung her arms round tiie lion's aeck, and 
caressed him with her hands. But the lion looked at 
her expressively, and turned his eyea upon her ne«k< 
lace ; and when he saw it his eyes glistened more 
joyfully. This the maiden observed, and she ask«d 
hira, while she loaded him with caresses. "Does 
ray necklace please thee, dear beast!" And the 
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Kon nodded his head. And the chief cook peeped 
down out ol' the chimneyj and was amazed to see the 
lion so tame, and he said — "Yes, yes, the necklace 
pleases him, no doubt, bnt I shonid not like to have 
iton, forfear of my neck. My noble mistress, do not 
trust the beast, but give him the best joint on the spit 
and g;et rid of him, if you can, or he may take a liking 
to yourself next." 

Helgrita, however, was in no fear of him, but was 
disposed to give him a good feed, and she offered 
him a large leg of veal ; but the lion shook his head 
and fixed his sparkling eyes upon her necklace. Then 
the princess took her costly necklace from her neck, 
and held it in her hand, so that the jewels glittered 
and played in the glare of the fire. And the lion 
placed himself before the princess with his fore-paws 
on tiie earth, and stretched out his neck, — at which the 
princess smiled and said—" How now, foolish beast i 
Am I to put my jewels upon your neck '." Again the 
lion nodded his head in answer, and Helgrita playfully 
fixed the glttteringband upon hisshaggy neck. But he 
no sooner felt it than he sprang up and ran out of the 
kitchen, and through all the gates, and ioto the street. 

And when the lion was gone, the cook -maids and 
sctdtions came out of the closets and.pautries, for 
they had seen .through the key-holes and crevices, that 
he was gone. And the master-cook and his assistuuts 
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came down out of the cbimney, and brushed the 
soot from their clothes, and wiped the smoke out of 
then: eyes, and were all uBtouished at the occurrence. 

But Helffrita smiled and was in good sj^rits, fot 
she now imbihed fresh hope that her true delivera 
would claim her of her father. 

In the mean time, Bninuenhold was seated in the 
tavern, taking; his refreshment, and the hoet was 
standing at the door, watching the street throng^ 
which the lion must return. And when he beheld 
him at a distance, and perceived the precious stones 
upon his mane, glittering in the sun-beams, he threw 
himself for support into the nearest chair, and cried 
in pitiful accents, " Oh my hmidred gold pieces ! my 
inindred gold pieces," 

But Bmnneiihold rejoiced when the lion lHX)n^rf 
him the necklace, for by that he knew that Helgrita 
was mindful of him. And when the landlord went 
away sighing, and returned, with tears in bis eyes, to 
count out to him the hundred gold pieces, he said, 
laughing, "Well, how now Mr. Boniface? areyoK 
disposed to lay another wager with me 1 " " No, oo^ 
said the host, I havehadenonghof it!" and casting onft 
more partijiglook at his money he sighed out — " Oh 
my hundred gold pieces!" But Brunnenhold did 
not appear to notice it, and said — " Or I would have 
sent theliou af^in, to bring the princess down herself." 
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" Ajid that he would have let alone" said the land- 
lord; " No, no, wise and cunning as he may be, I 
would not mind venturing any thing you choose upon 
that,- I'll lay you my house and stables aud all my 
property to these hundred gold pieces, that your lion 
will not do as you say." " Your band upon it, Mr. 
Landlord !" said Brunnenhold, and he offered him 
bis hand, and the hindlord shook hands with him and 
cried, " Yes ! my house and land and all my property, 
I wager all upon it ! you shall drive me naked out of 
my own house, if the lion returns with the king's 



Then Brunnenhold unfastened the necklace, and 
putting one end of it into the lion's mouth said — " Go 
and bring back with you the king's daughter 1 " And 
the lion ran away again, passed all the sentries, and 
arrived at the royal kitchen, 

A.nd some of the maids and scullions took to flight 
again, but not all, for they saw how tame the lion 
was. And when the lion came to Helgrita, he laid 
the necklace in her baud, and took hold of her apron 
with his teeth, and drew her gently out of the kitchen ; 
and at the kitchen door he offered her his back, 
crouching down and looking up in her face as much 
as to say " get upon my back," And she had 
scarcely done it before he set off and ran away with 
her as fast as he could. And for all that she 
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cried out to stop him, nobody dared attempt it: Tor 
ali were terrified at the lion's size and streugth. And 
as the last sentry at the palace gate placed himselfin 
his way, the lion threw him down, without stopping, 
and ran on, unmolested, till he reached the tavern 
where his master was. 

And Brunnenholdranlomeet the princess, and lifted 
herdown, and shesank into his arms, and shed tears of 
joy because that her deliverer was come in time ; and 
she related to him the wickedness of the charcoal- 
burner. Then Brunuenhold begged her to procure- 
him an audience of the king and his court, before 
the celebration of the nuptials, that he might ex-' 
pose the charcoal-burner's treachery. 

And so he led the princess back to the palace 
gates, aud (hen returned to wait at the tavern, till a 
message should be brought him that the king had' 
granted him a public audience. And when he entered 
the tavern, the terrified host lay motionless upon his 
couch, for he feared lest Brunnenhold should deprive 
him of all his proijerty, since he had lost the wager. 

But Brunnenhold comforted Iiim and said — "Cheer 
up, my good fellow! I have no need of your money, 
and I only jested about the wagers. I will give ydo 
back your hundred pieces of gold, for I should be 
sorry to rob you of what lies so uear your heart* 
Then the host plucked up his spirits, iind looked . 
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gay agiiin, and thanked him with a hundred obsequi- 
ous bows, aod called him n noble young lord, and 
wished Lim all kinds of happiness. 

And when Jungfrau Helgrita reached the palace, 
she went immediately to her father, and fell down at 
his feet, and besought him to grant her one more 
favor, before her wedding. But the king was angry, 
and refused to bear her; for he thought she wanted 
to sue .for a further postponement of the nuptials- 
Then she tore her hair, and wept so bitterly, that the 
king look compassion on her, and said — " What wilt 
thou, my daughter?" And she named her request, 
and entreated that he would grant a public audiencst 
in the presence of all his court, to a stranger, who 
was just arrived in the city: and that he would do it 
before the celebration of the nuptials. " What is the 
meaning of all this? " said the king, " that you are so 
zealous about the affairs ofastranger? " But she an- 
swered, " Uewillsoon tell you, father; /dare not tell 
you, for my tongue is tied by a solemn oath," 

Then tlie king was curious to see what it all meant, 
and he consented to her request, and commanded his 
counsellors and nobles to assemble with all expedition. 
And Helgrita sent a messenger to call Bruunenhold 
to the palace. And the king sat upon the throne, 
holding his sceptre in his right hand, and at his right 
and his left stood the uDbles''of his court, and the judges 
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of the land. And Brunnenhok) eutered, with his 
three beasts, leading them with chains of silver. 
Then the kiug asked gravely — " Stranger, who art 
thou? and what is thy desire?" 

And Brunnenhold humbleil himself upon one 
knee, according to the cuBtom of that country, and 
made obeisance before the throne. Then he rose 
and said witli a modest demeanour — " Pardon me, 
gracioiiB sovereign, that I trouble you to-day about a 
matter that may appear to you to be of small import- 
ance. I am a young forester, as you may see by my 
attiie^ and having heard afar off of the feat that yonr 
intended son-in-law is said to have performed, I am 
come before your royal presence, to beg your inter- 
ference with him, that he may give me friendly 
answers, in the presence of yonr majesty and your 
whole court, to a few questions relating to the terrific 
monster that was slain a year ago. Heject not my 
request, and think it not trivial, or foolish, until you 
shall have heard all." 

The noble appearance and mild dimeanour of the 
young forester pleased the king, and he sent and re- 
quested the presence of the charcoal-burner, his in- 
tended son-in-law. And he came in muttering ; but 
the king commanded him, for his sake, to answer the 
stranger's questions. 
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Then Brunnenhold bowed to him, gracefully, and 
said — "Pardon my curiosity, I am a young hunts- 
man and desirous of making myself acquainted with 
the nature and properties of all birds and beasts of 
prey. — Therefore be bo good as to favor me with a 
description of the terrible dragon which you slew, 
and some brief account of his nature and mode of 
existence." 

And the charcoal-burner looked confused and 
angry, and cast his eyes down upon the earth, for 
he suspocted that all was not right; and be could 
give no account of the dragon, for he had not seen 
him, but only detached parts and members of his 
carcass. But however, the king spoke kindly to 
him, and requested hint to give him a description of 
the beast, for that he was himself curious to hear it. 
Then the coal-burner gave a short descriptiou of it, 
such as any-one might imagine, who had never seen 
a dragon ; but ho blushed and looked conl'used uU 
1^ while. 

" Now permit me a second question," said Brun- 
nenhold, "and inform me where you buried the 
carcass of the dragon, for the king, my mailer whom 
I serve, is desirous of having the skeleton to deposit 
in his muse^im." 

Then the charcoal- bum er was again confused and 
not ready with his answer; but at last he said that 
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he had left the carcass upon the rock and knew not 
what had become of it alYenvards. And Brunnen- 
hold turned to him a third time and said — " Permit 
me yet another question : have dragon's any teeth?' 
Then the charcoal-burner answered angrily — " I 
know not whether dragons have teeth or not. I slew 
the dragon, but I care little about his nature and pC- 
cuUarities; such trifles I leave to the like of yonj 
• that are readiex with the tongue than I am, and 
. may prate as much as they like about the things 
which othersdo. You examinemelikeaechool-boy; 
go into the king's cabinet — there you will find the 
heads themselves; there they stand, with or without 
teeth, as I brought them here myself." 

But Brunnenhold laughed and said quite com^ 
posedly, " You must not be angry at my asking all 
these questions." And thereupon he turned lo fti 
king and all his council and said—" Dare I noW 
propound a question to you?" Aud the king ati^ 
swered — " Thou art an extraordinary man, but ti^ 
singularity pleaseth me, and therefore propose thy 
question." 

Then Brunnenhold said — " If a man found a nut, 
would be throw away the kernel and keep the shell t 
or would be keep the kernel and throw away the 
shell?" And the king answered, smiling, "Why, 
he would not be foolish enough to throw away the 
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kernel, after taking the trouble to separate It from the 
shell — he would rather retain the whole nut ; or, ii' 
the kernel and shell togetlier were too heavy or too 
large, he would, of course, keep the kernel and throw 
away the shell." "But supposing," said Brutuienhoid, 
" that one had the kernel, and auotiier the shell : which 
of the two would yoii believe to have been the first 
possessor of the nut — he who had the kernel, or he 
who had the shell i " "Why, he who had the kernel, 
certainly," said the king, laughing, "or he mast 
have been a great fool to keep the shell, and throw 
away the kernel." "So think I, my liege," said 
Bruuneuliold. "Now grant me the indulgence, 
your majesty, and cause the dragou's heads to be 
brought here." And the king caused them to be 
brought. And then Brunnenhold, to the astonish- 
ment of them all, and to the utter dismay of the 
charcoal-burner, proceeded to take the teeth out of 
his pockets, and to re-place them in the jaws of the 
seven dragon's heads. And when he had fitted them 
all, and fixed them in their sockets as firmly as if they 
bad never been removed, heasked^ — ^"Now who was 
the first possessor of these heads? 1, or the traitor 
yonder, whom you are about to make your sou-iu-law I 
Behold, the heads are the shells, that were too heavy 
and too large fur me to carry away, and the teeth are 
the kernels." 
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Aud having so said, he fumed to the charcoal- 
burner and cried — " Confess, now, what you have 
done ! " And the king also said — " Confess, for jou 
are guilty— and it is only upon your free confession 
of your guilt that your life can be spared, since yoa 
have forfeited it by your treachery." 

Then the cliarcoal- burner cast himself down in the 
dust at the king's feet, and implored hint not to 
punish him in his anger ^ and he confessed all : how 
that he had forced the gentle Helgrita to take au 
oath that she would give him out to be her deliverer, 
and how he had found the seven dragon's heads upoa 
the top of the rock. 

But the king was very wrath, and he had hint 
thrown into a horrid dungeon, and commanded that 
he should end his days there. And he embracedl 
Brunnenbold, and folded bira in bis arms, and sea^ 
and called his daughter, Helgrita, and commanded 
that their nuptials should be celebrated that very day. 
And Brunnenbold was seated upon a. throne of veW 
vet wrought with gold, and Helgrita by his side, ajo^ 
they were drawn by eight white horses with black 
boo'''!, all through the city. And before them roda 
twelve heralds in scarlet and gold, with high ostricb 
feathers upon their velvet bonnets, who proclaimajL 
that Brunnenhold was that day to become the kin^Jl.' 
Eon-in-law, and that a grand fSte was to be given ts 
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at! the people, because the Icing had discovered that 
Bniniicnhold had been his daughter's deliyerer, and 
jiot the coal-bnriier. And the old king caused 
himself to be carried after them in a litter of obony 
and ivory, decorated with gold ; and he greeted all 
tbe people courteously, and threw among them whole 
handfiils of gold and silver medals. 

And when they returned to the palace, the temple 
was already hung with wreaths and festoons of 
flowers, and a hundred vii^ns clothed in white, and 
a hundred youths clad in rose-colour were in attend- 
ance to receive the bride and bridegroom; and they 
coiidncted them into the temple, and to the altar, 
where the holy priest performed the sacred rite. 
And the virgins strewed roses before them, and the 
youths sprigs of myrtle. And as soon as the cere- 
mony was over, the procession returned into the hall 
of state, whose roof of azure was supported by four- 
and-twcnty columns of white marble, and four-and- 
twenty columns of black marble, placed alternately, 
and all surrounded with gold lattice-work. 

And all tbe gates of the palace, and the doors of 
the hall, were thrown open, that the company might 
look out and witness the rejoicings of the populace, to 
whom the king's servants gave wine and meats in 
great profusion. But through the postern doorwhich 
led into the shady gardens of the palace there issued 
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Bounds of soft music, that added to the pleasuFes of 
the royal repast. And they sat and feasted till late 
in the iiight, and the joy-imparting goblet often 
made the circuit of the festive board. And the oM 
king drank ever and anon to the welfare of the 
wedded pair, for his new son-in-law delighted him 
beyond measure, and he boasted himself the liappi- 
est man under the wide heaven. 



CHAP. V. 



But the old king's joy did not last long. Brnn- 
nenhold assisted him, it is true, in his affairs at 
government, and conducted, himself with such cour- 
tesy towards the subjects, that all the people loved 
him. But, as he was a great hunter, he often 
followed the chace, and hunted with his faithfid 
beasts in the noble forests of the kingdom, often 
returning only the following morning to his gentkt 
lady. And so it happened that one day he toot 
leave of her, and promised to return before night. ' 
And he hunted a long while, sending his beasts ont ' 
in all directions. And as often as he sent them to I 
the right hand, or the left, and up the hill, or dowtt J 
the dell, Ihey always returned and brought li 
nothing. At length, just as he was turning to gd 
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home, and was looking round to discover his 
path, he espied, through the hushes, a doe that was as 
white as snow. Then he felt a desire to slay so rare 
an animal, and sent his lion after her, and followed 
himself. But the lion could not overtate lier, nor 
was he more successful. When he thought he was 
close to her he suddenly missed her, and then per- 
ceived herat a great distance from him, so far, indeed, 
that hecould scarcely distinguish her. And often when 
he had entirely lostsight of herand prepared to re- 
turn home, she shewed herself again close to him. 
In this manner she enticed him further and fur- 
ther, until he lost all knowledge of the country, and 
the sun sank behind a distant, and to him, a totally 
strange wood. 

And so he found himself, pn the sudden, in the 
middle of the forest, upon a wide, open space ; and it 
was sown with a great many fresh cabbages, and a 
clear, pebbly stream ran through it. And he looked 
round and perceived that it must be growing late, 
for the moon stood high in the heavens^ and he 
resolved to pass the night there. And so he made 
himself a fire, and stuck a bough ou each side in the 
sod; and the boughs were divided at top, and 
forked, and he laid a stick upon them for a spit. 
Then he sent his lion out ; and he immediately caught 
a bare, and brought it to him ; and he skinned it 
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and put it upon the spit to roast. Then he sat him- 
self down, and fended (he fire, and turned the spit, 
and -whistled a hunting-tune upon a leaf, after the 
manner of sportsmen. And his beasts lay round 
him, the lion, the bear, and the wolf, aod rested 
themselves, and fondled their master. 

He had not been sitting lon^, and his hare vrai 
not roasted, nor had he done whistling his favprite 
time, when there came a little, grizzly old woman 
out of the wood; and she bent her body downward^ 
and supported herself upon a thorn, and breathed ii 
her bony hands, and cried aloud, continually, with t 
trembling voice— "Schiick, schuck, how cold I aott 
schuck, schuck, bow cold I ami" ' 

Nevertheless she came not near the fire, but walked 
round and roiind Bruiuienhold and bis brute com- ■ 
panions in a large circle, and cried incessantly, witk 
increasing loudness^ — " Schuck, schuck, how cold X 
am!" Then Brunnenhold began to laugh and said— 
" Why you silly old creature, why tlont you com*' 
near the fire if you are cold, and warm yourself? " i 

Butthedecrepitoldwoman with her crook-back and 
bonyhands, would not go near the fire, for she said-^ 
" No, young master, I would rather freeze here in < 
the coid, than place myself near you and yooK 
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Then Bninnenhold shewed her how tame the 
beasts were, and said — " Sit down here, old woman, 
they wont hurt you," "Aye," said the hag, "I 
would venture, if yon would permit me lirst to strike 
your beasts with a reed, for else they will bite me." 
Then Brnnnenhold grew impatient and said "What ! 
my beasts dont want beating! They will not bite 
you ; only sit down here." 

"Oh but they will!" said she. "Let me give 
each of them only one gentle stroke — I cant sit 
down if you dont; I shall be frightened to death. 
Letme just touch them gently with this rod." Audso 
saying, she drew nearer and produced a slender rod 
from under her mantle, and held it up, and said to 
Brunnenhold^ — " Look ! this cannot hurt them ! I will 
onlyjust touch them withit. Pray take pity on me! 
I shall be frozen to death by the raw night air. 
Schuck, schuck, schuck, how I am freezing." 

And Brunnenhold took compassion on her, think- 
ing thi^t he must pardon the old woman's weakness, 
or she would be frozen to death ; for he found the 
night very cool himself, and he said to her— "Well, 
well, silly old woman, touch them, then, with your 
switch, hut beware you dont hurt them, — you must 
only just touch them, for if you Imrt one of them I 
will drive you away to freeze in the cold." 
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" Oh no ! "answered the old hag.qmte joyful, "you 
sball see I will only touch them." And with that 
she walked round Bruniienhold and his failfafHil 
beasts, and touched all the beasts, muttering' some 
words the while. And when she had sa touched 
each of the beasts, she touched Bninoenhold also. 
Then he sank down, together with his beasts, and 
they became each a flat, square stone. 

And when Brunnenhold returned not in the 
evening, as he had promised his lovely bride, nor yet 
on the evening after that, Helgrita became very 
sorrowful. And when the third and fourth evening 
came, and be was not returned, she sent messengers 
out into all the forests and preserves of game in the 
kingdom, to seek after him. And when her messen- 
gers returned in two days and bad not found hini, 
she sent out other messengers iulo all parts of the 
kingdom. And they all returned iu three months 
time, and had not found him anywhere. 

Then she bewailed her faithful husband as dead, 

lUid put on mourning, and sorrowed in her heart, 

and shed many tears for his sake, and gave up all 

hope of ever seeing him again ; — for she thought his 

L own t)easts might have torn him in pieces, or he must 

I fanve fallen from some preci[Hce, and perished for 

Lvuiit ol' assistance. , 
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But she did not give up seeking him ; for she 
hoped that his remains might yet he found, that she 
might have them honorahly interred. 

And die good old king mourned with her over his 
son-in-law, as much as if be had been his own son. 



CHAP. VI. 

Now Brunnenstark had turned to the left at the 
cross-road where they parted, he and his brother 
Brunnenhold . And he journeyed all over the country, 
and went further and further, through foreign lands, 
and did all the inhabitants great service, in all the coun- 
tries through which he passed; for wherever he came, he 
freed the country from dragons and all sorts of mon- 
sters, so that the people were no longer afraid to pas- 
ture their cattle in the meadows, and the shepherd left 
his (look, and the husbandman hia field, unprotected, 
without any danger. But nowhere had he w^ted 
to receive the thanks of the kings and princes, whose 
lands he thus delivered; and aitliough many a 
monarch had offered him his daughter for his wife, 
and promised him his throne for his inheritance, yet 
he had never been prevailed upon to accept any of 
their offers. For he said — " I am called Bnmnenstark 
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l)ecausf I am Etronger than otber men. A.Bd so 
I must journey everywhere and aid all nations, at 
no other man is able to aid and to serve them." 

And so he journeyed about for five ivhole yean. 
And all the kingdoms, far and near, were at rest : fts 
he had destroyed all the monsters everywbenii 
And one day be began to feel dissatisfied that hft 
could find nothing more to do, and he resolved to 
turn to the cross-road where he bad parted from )sk 
brother, and to see whether the little ImiYes wot 
still sticking in the trunk of the oak, and whetbd 
hia brother was yet living and well. 

And the following day he took his departure fin»^ 
thence and journeyed back until he came again Hn 
the cross-road where he had taken leaveof bis brothab. 
And as he came, while yet afarofT, he saw the top of t]i) 
old oak waving in the wind. And his blood chilled . 
he beheld it ; for the leaves on one side of the ti 
were no longer green and fresh, as formerly, bi^ 
were faded and yellow, as if they were dying. Aa( 
as he approached, with a beating heart, and drei 
forth his brother's little knife out of the trunk, tead 
gushed into his eyes, and bis blood ran back to hk 
heart, for the blade was rusted over and over. 

And he seated himself in the shade of the old o&kit. 
and his soul was sad, audhewassorry that he could 
ung, for he would have sung a song, a sorrowful sotw 
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of his brother's death. And he sat there till evening, 
and the sun went down. And he fetched a deep 
sigh, and a tear fell out of each of his eyes upon his 
cheek, for he thought to himself, " Soft and serene 
as the sun, the eye of heaven, where the eyes of my 
departed brother, and they are closed in the night of 
death!" 

And he sat till it was dark, and every living thing 
was wrapt in sleep ; and he stared vacantly into the 
black vault of the night-heaven, and thought to him- 
self — " Still as thenig-ht is all around my brother, and 
always still : he hears no more the busy hum of 
men." 

And he sat till morning, till the sun rose again and 
peeped above the mountain tops. And he thought 
to himself, " Heaven opens her cheerful eye again, — 
but Brunnenhold's eyes will never again receive the 
morning light." 

And now that his beasts were awake, they stretched 
and roused themselves ; and Brunnenstark stood up 
with them tmder the oak. Then the beasts came and 
fawned upon him, more than they were used, and 
went, one after the other, and took the road to the 
right ; and he followed them, for he thought not of 
what he did. And he journeyed on further and fur- 
ther, through field and meadow, and over hill and 
dale, and hunted here and there, and wherever he 




182 THE TWO FOUNDLINGS 

listed. So be came one day to a beantifiil forest, 
and perceived a white doe through the thicket; 
and be huuted her with bis beasts, and followed her 
e^'en'vhe^e, but could not overtake her. And he 
pursued h» till late in the evening, till the sun hid 
himself behind tbe bills, and the stars came oat and 
bespangled the heavens. And be saw her last be- 
tween two high trees ; and he pursued her behind the 
trees, and thought to catch her there; but as be 
reached the spot, lo ! there lay before him a beautiAJ 
gras!(-plot, surroauded with wood. But the white 
doe hiid vaulted, although he bad followed close 
i^Mn her; so be ga.\e up the chase, resolving 
to take up his quarters there, under the clear sky. 

Then he sent hi$ beasts out, to seek food for tbetn- 
selves, and lo bring him also something for supper. 
And as be was looking round for a place to make his 
tire, he saw four beautiful, smooth, square stones 
lying, and between them a huntsman's spit sticking 
up, sufh as lus old foster-father and instructor had 
taught him to make ; and upon it hung the vf hole 
skeleton of a hare, washed with the rain, and bleached 
in the mn. And be thought to himself that some 
^ huntsman must have rested ibere before him. And 
' place delated him b«-yoiid measure ; and he 
^'dovrn upon one of the stoites, and made 
. AJtd when lus beasts returned, the lioa 
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brought a hare and laid it at liis feet ; and he stripped 
it of its skin and cleansed it, and stuck it on the 
spit, from which he had first taken away the sun- 
bleached skeleton. 

And so he sat and turned the spit, and waited till 
liishare was roasted ; and the flames sprang up and 
flickered and looked cheerful; and his beasts sat 
round him, and caressed him with their great paws. 

And he had not sat long before there came a little 
old woman out of the wood ; and she was bent almost 
double, and she supported herself with her staff, and 
breathed into her skinny hands, and cried — "Schuck, 
schuck, how I am freezing I Schuck, schuck, how 
I am freezing ! " And when she came nearer, and 
Brunnenstark heard what she said, he called out to 
her, "What, are you blind that you dont see 
the fire we have got? If you are cold, come, sit 
down and warm yourself." 

But the little woman said — "Oh uo, I cannot do 
that, for I am afraid of the wild beasts (hat are 
lying all around you." "Pooh! sit down," said 
Brunnenstark, " the beasts wont hurt you ; they are 
as tame as lambs." 

Then the old woman began again to cry — " Schuck 
schuck, how cold I am!" And she drew forth a 
little rod and approached somewhat noerer, saying, 
" Alas ! ray young master, I shall be frozen to death ! 
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Do, for meroy's sake, permit me lo give each of those 
savage creatures a gentle stroke witli my wand, that 
I may no longer be afraid to sit down by you and 
warm myself." But Brunnenstark got angry and said 
" You are welcome to go if you will, but you shall 
not strike the beasts." 

" I will ouly just touch them, I will not hurt 
them," said the old woman, and she stretched out 
her wand to touch the lion ; then Brunuenstark sprang 
up from his seat and said — " Keep off from me and 
my beasts with your wand ; I have had a strange 
presentiment all the while you have been here. 
What have the beasts done to you ? " Then she cried 
again with a trerabhng voice, " Schuck, schuck, 
schuck, schuck, how I am freezing ! " and her teeth' 
chattered, and she cried. " Alack ! alack ! take pity 
on me 1 I shall be frozen to death ! " 

Then Brunnenstark was very angry, and he went 
to her and said—" Yea, yes, I'll take pity on you 
you shall not freeze any longer!" And with these, 
words be took her up, and seated her upon one of the 
stones; then he took the chains from his beasts, and 
bound the old hag with tliem to the stone, and 
" Now your are near the fire, warm yourself as mncb 
as you will, but say not a word more about my 
or I'll lay the switch across your shoulders." 
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And she sat quite stiil and warmed her hands at 
the flickering flames, aud muttered some words over 
her wand. Then she offered it to Brunnenstark and 
said, " I thank you, sir, that you did not take pity on 
me, and let me warm myself, and T would gladly do 
you a service in return. — There, take that wand, and 
touch each of the four stones with it, and you will be 
thankful that I came to you." 

But Brunnenstark would not take it, for he said — 
" You are an old fool with your wand." But she 
desisted not from entreating; him tillhe took the wand, 
and touched each of tiie stones with it, 

And when he had returned the wand to the old 
woman, he felt somethine^ in motion under him, and 
he sprang up, and behold ! the stone upon which he 
sat, stretched itself out, and formed itself, and became 
a lion, like his Hon.- And then the second stone put 
itself in motion, and took the form of a bear, that re- 
sembled his bear. And the third stono stretched 
itself out, and becameawolf, like his wolf. And now 
the fourth stone began to stretch itself, upon which the 
old woman lay all in a heap. So Eninnenstark quickly 
released her from the stone and made her stand upon 
the ground ; when io ! the fourth stono moulded 
itself, by degrees, into form, and became a man; 
and he rose and rubbed his eyes, as if he had just 
awoke from sleep. 
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And as Bniiiiiflnatark looked upon him, be recog- 
nized Uim, and fell upon his neck and embraced bim 
and welcomed hira, crying — " Brunnenhold ! how 
earnest thou hither J" But Brunneidiold said — 
" Bruiinenstark ! my dear brother, how earnest thou 
bithet and fonndest me sleeping .' I must have fallen 
asleep e'en now. See, my bare is roasting^ yet, and 
will be ready anon, so you shall sup with mc, and we 
will return back to my palace at snn-rise." And he 
related to bim all his adventures, how he had become 
the king's son-in-law and heir, and bow thitt he pos- 
sessed a beautiful bride, who was called Helgrita. 

And Bninnenslark marvelled, and told him how 
that he had not been asleep, but had been turned into 
a stone, together with his beasts. But Brunneahokl 
would not believe it, and said — " See ! there is the 
old woman still, who wanted to warm herself at my 
fire; and the fire is burning yet, and my fcaia 
yet roasting." 

Then the decrepit old woman fell down upon ha 
knees, and confessed how she had enchanted Bnm- 
nenbold and his beasts, and how that she was com- 
pelled to do it because that he bad been too 
compassionate to her, and had not turned her away 
harshly. And then she turned to Brunnenstark, and 
begged him that he would now do her a favor, d 
which he should not repent. And Brunneostark 
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said—" If it be in my power to perform what yoii 
desire, I promise you it sliall be done." 

And the old hag patted his cheeks with her 
skinny fingers, and said^"Come then, my dear, 
draw your hunting knife and strike off my head witii 
it, and let it burn to ashes in the fire. Then take of 
the warm ashes, and place yourself with your face 
towards morning, and throw three handfuls of the 
ashes over your head, towards evenuig, and then 
you shall see the wonder, and what a good thing you 
will have done for both of us." 

But Brunnenstark turned away from her saying — 
"Away! I cannot do what you desire, for it is un- 
lawful to shed human blood." But she continued to 
entreat him and to tell him that it would be no sin to 
cut off her head, for that she should not die, although 
her blood was spilled ; and she teazed him so long, 
till at lust he consented. 

And he caused iier to kneel down, and he struck 
off her head, and threw it into the fire; and the body 
sank instantly into the earth, and there grew up 
green shoots over the place, as before. And Brun- 
uenstark seated himself with Brunnenold, and they 
ate together of the roasted hare, and talked over their 
feats and adventures, and spoke often of their kind 
foster-mother, how that they had heard nothiug more 
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of her aince she went to seek after them in the 
green forest, at the cottag;e of the old forester. 

And when the fire had burnt out, and the old 
woman's head was reduced to ashes, Brunnenstarif 
placed himself with his face towards morning, ani 
took n handful of the ashes, and threw them over hn 
head towards evening. And then he took anotbM 
handful, and did witlt it as before ; and so also wiA 
the third handful of ashes. 

And he had scarcely thrown the last handful ovet 
his head, when there were three loud claps of thuB- 
der, and the ground trembled, as if the earth had 
opened behind him. And he and Brunnenhold 
looked round, and behold ! all that part of the wood, 
towards evening had vanished, and there stood in ita 
place a stately castle; and all the windows wert 
lighted up within with a great number of lightsi 
And they stood in the gardens of the stately castle^ 
and saw, as they approached, a beautiful, glassy 
lake, with tame swans sailing upon its surface. And 
from the centre windows of the castle they heard thA. 
sounds of merry-making. 

Then Brunnenstark and Brunnenhold resolved M 
go up and take part in the festivities until morning. 
And when they entered into the halls and corridor^, 
they were amazed at the magnificence of the placal 
And as they were going up the marble stairs, a 
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beautiful maiden met them, dressed like a queen, and. 
followed by gay ladies and knights, richly attired. 

And the lady threw herself, before them all, into 
Brunneuatark's arms, and said — "Behold my deli- 
verer, who released me from the enchantment that 
had held me enthralled for a thousand years ! It is 
just, theretbre, and honorable, that I give him all my 
riches. He shall be my husband, and live with me, 
and govern my land as his own ! " Then, addressing 
herself to Brunuenstark, she said — " If my proposal 
please you, come and let us dance the bridal dance." 

And Brnnnenstark hastened witli her into the 
splendidly-lighted ball, and led her out to dance;and 
a hundred couples of knights and ladies danced ailter 
him, and had alt room, — so large was the sumptuous 
hall. 

In the mean time the servants hastened to spread 
the costly banquet in the neighbouring saloon, and 
called out to each other as they ran along the corri- 
dors, — "Bo you know what J the princess's bride- 
groom is come, and they are dancing the bridal dance 
together, in the great hall." 

And as soon as the dance was ended, all wentinto 
the banqueting room, and partook of a princely 
repast. Bruunenstark and Albruna sat above, and 
Brunnenhold next them, upon purple cushions em- 
broidered with gold. And the Princess, the bride. 
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disked Bniniienstark, lier bridegroom, " When f 
came to you with my staff, and stroked your cbwks 
with my bony fingers, you would not have been vety 
ready to dance with nie iu the wood ! See then, 
what a good work you performed, when you struck 
my old tottery head off with your knife. — For I 
was tliat little old hag, and I am sure my new head 
pleases you better than the old one." 

And so she jested a great deal, and BruDoenstark 
and Brunnenhold jested with her, about her extreme 
age of a thousand years, and her youtliful figure, 
that seemed tu have scarcely seen sixteen summen. 
And they were very happy and merry togeth^. 
And Buddeuly a servant entered, and related how 
that a dragon-ahip had just come through the air, 
and descended in the garden of the castle. Th^ 
Bruimenstiirk and Brunnenhold hurried to the 
window, and saw two ladies descend from it. And 
they ran down the stairs immediately, and handed up i^ 
the two ladies with exclamations of joy; for it was 
their mother, Armina, who was come along with her 
nurse. 

And now all was joy and merriment in the castle. 
And as soon as it was morning, Brunnenhold rose 
with his beasts, and got into bis mother's dragon-ship, 
and wished himself away from thence to comfort hisdis- 
tressed princess. Andtheshipdescendedinthegarden 



OF THE flPBING. 141 

of his poLice. And as he entered thecourt, Helgrita, 
his wife, sat in the casemeDt of her chamber, weeping 
for her lost husband. And when she perceived hira 
at a great dislaace, and his beasts with him, she 
could not believe her eyes. But he made haste* 
and went up to her and embraced her, and her tears 
of sorrow were tamed into tears of joy. 

And the populace crowded into the court of the 
palace, and longed to see him, for the report of faia 
arrival had rapidly spread through the cily. And 
when he came out and stood upon the broad steps, 
and showed himself to the people, there was a simul- 
taneous burst of joy, and a thousand voices shouted 
his welcome home. Then the elders of the people 
came and bowed the knee before him ; for the old 
king, his wife's father, was dead. 

And he took his wife with him, and went to spend 
some days with Brunnenstark, and presented her to 
his mother Armina. And Armina sent for Albruna 
into her presence, Brunnenstark's bride ; and she laid 
her bands upon their heads, and kissed their foreheads, 
and gave them a mother's blessing. 

Then ffetes were held by both courts, by Brunnen- 
holdand Brunnenstark, each morecostly and splendid 
than the former. And afterwards each retired to his 
castle, and they both lived happily, and governed 
their people with mildness, and rendered their subjectu 
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happy. And Ajmina coutinued to live with them, 
sometimes with Bninnenhold, and sometimes with 
BninDenstark. 

Aud long after their deaths were their kii^oms 
governed by wise and good kings, who were their 
great great grand-children. And when, in later times, 
their subjects called any one of their descendants by 
the name of Bninnenhold or Brunnenatark, their eyes 
glistened with pleasure. And all the children could 
relate the wonderful history of their lives. 

Now, nobody knows where the countries lay, w 
they governed in days of yore. Perhaps they 
sunk in the ocean ; for an old steersman related, that 
one night a Mermaid sung to him the history of 
Brunucnhold aud Brunnenstark, as he stood at tbn 
hehn. And the same steersman brought the history 
to us, from far beyond the seas. 
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THREE BROTHERS. 



THE AVENGING CUDGEL, 



CHAPTER I. 



M.'S a small village there lived once aii old farmer, 
who had a house, and yard, and baruE, and stables, 
and three sons. But he so often talked to his bods 
of other villages and towns, and of quite different 
countries which he had vLsited in his younger days, 
that they all felt a strong desire to see these foreign 
countries th^nselves. So the eldest of the three sons 
went to his father, and said — " Father, give me my 
inheritance; I will go out into the world, and try if 
I can make my fortune." 

Then the father went to his neighhoiir who had 
stood godfather to the boy, nnd consulted with htm 
about it. And the godfather said — " Let him go in 
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So then Hnrnia went oUt into ihe high road, udA 
placed his little table bciieuth a large spreading oak, 
and cried — "Table be covered!" And the little 
table was instantly covered, and tltere stoodnpoDtt 
six plates and dishes filled with co»tly viands, such 
as Hanns had neier seen before, so that he could not 
tell whether they ought to be eaten with a fork e^n 
spoon j and nt each corner there was a tiask of wine. 
And Hanns eat himself down in the gross, beoeaAi 
the little magic table, and enjoyed his meal mcfe 
than he had ever enjoyed any tbii^ before. And 
as often as lie espied a weary traveller, or a couple of 
labourers coming along the road, he beckoned them 
to him, and shewed them hi» drinking cup at a dis- 
tance, and made them come and eat and driiik "with 
'him. And in this manner he caused the table (o 
'spread itself seveml times, till it was growing- 6aA; 
tlien he put it upon bis shoulders, and turned faadi to 
the nearest inn upon the road, to take up liis night's 
''quarters, , , 

' But when the landlord of the inn was goin^ to 
light hit)) up into his chamber, he took up his table 
in his arms to carry it with him. Then the kost 
said to him — "Prythee, my good fellow, why do yon 
lay Ruoh store by that rubbishing old table that yon 
carry it with you wherever you go? IfyouitJnnk 
it likely to be stolen from you here, you are madk 
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saiitajKHtt jI.tmveigotij(:et'6iMh'an<M)iet^inyflBlf,;«iid 

I will give it you to boot if you wiU." Tbea Il^ims 

laughed lieartily, and said — "Aye, iQyc, you Ihi^tk 

so^ perhaps, but I'll warrant yon have not siM:|i 

another tuUt; as this is; foryouliave ouly to say tojt 

■' Table be covered ! ' whenever you waiit a igofld 

dinner, audit furnishes itself with victual^ and wiue, 

and every thing that your heart can wish," When 

Itfae landlord beard thiu, he stared with astonishj^ent, 

MUid said — "Aye, if it be so indeed, I dont bla^^e 

iiyau for taking such care of it." Thereupon lie wjl^I)^ 

t'him a good uig;ht's rest, and went down stairs^ j^ ^ 

111 ■ HanDS, being fatigued with hisjouqiey, laid^jjf^- 

iflfcif d»wn directly, and foil fast asleep. ,j^^ qj 

lit r '.But diclaudlprd'shefid ran upon what Han^^^gd 

'■told him about his wonderful table, and ho rela^^t 

h^w to his wife, how that their ^est had « t^e 

"Ttkatspread itself, whenever anybody huda mindi<to 

?'tt)t and drink, — "Wife," said he, "we ought to have 

such a table ourselves; how often does it happen. that 

ota guest arrives, when there is nothing to eat and 

•Idrink in the house ! Now ii' we bad that table !We 

t^iflftould never be at a loss, or have any trouble about our 

If ' hoose-keepiDg," " And what hinders us ! " saidthc 

iKiwife. "Come, let us go, and take bis table away, 

iiimd put our's in il^ place, for the tables are both 

' 'alike." But the husband would not hear of it, for he 
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they were Ui be feasted to their heart's content, 
although not a pot was to boil, or a faggot be burnt 
upon the hearth. 

And wh^i the godfather Oclmiiller c^e, who 
was the last, Hanns cried out — " Now, place your- 
selves, all of you, in a circle round my little table here, 
which I have brought home from my travels, aud 
mind what happenB." Nothing happened, however, 
except that all the guests burst out into a loud lau^, 
for Hanns cried out at least forty times, " Table be 
covered!" and the table did not cover itself, feat stowi 
there uncovered, without meat or drink, and ^ 
guests, baulked of their promised feast, were dblig<d 
to return home with th'eir stomachs empty. " 

And from that hour the whole village, with oAe 
consent, gave Hauns the nickname of " Grm- y 
Hanns," that is to say, Braggadocio, because In 
had undertaken more than he could perform. '' 

And the next day he packed up his little table, an 
would fain have carried it back to the ice-grey pig^ 
man, and have told him that he repented of Ul 
bargain ; hut he could not find the little man anjfi 
where, and even his hut had vanished, and every 
body of whom he enquired laughed at him, sayil^ 
"Nobody here knows any thing at all of any ice-gr«^ 
pigmy man, and no such hnt ever existed in tta 
wood." 
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Then he turned buck, soifruwfully, and WRiit home 
and workf^ as his father's servaut; and he heartily 
repented that he had ever gone out to seek hi.slbrtune, 
Be^ha^jfpoiipto]iBi?PP *ifty.:bi*>h!Wifeii<»-'.i:^ . 
wiif. .>,-.f.I.! ,wo'/. ■ — :i II b.n? .ii.ifiil .laal ^liJ "i**' 
.-nittiUlnJ ■Jl)ilf.nrl.*WP*i«nwL ;i; i..; 'c llr .irida* 
Imih .fia'ira' fin imm im^ii "'"'" 

And now the second brother began t*» teel a de- 
sire to go out and see the world, and to make his 
fortune; but better than Uaiinfi, for he thoiighl 
himself wiser. Accordingly, he went to his father, 
and said — " Father, give me>iuy portion ; I want to 
see the world, and to seek my fortune." " What, as 
Hauns has doiie 1 " said the father — " No, Stoffel, 
beprudent, and remain athome." Stoffel, however, 
would not remain at home, and bad no rest night or 
^y, and gave bis father no rest uight or day, tid he 
b^ giveu him his inheritance, aud let him go. And 
all the village laughed when it was told that another 
of old Xavier's sons had gone out to make his fortune. 

StoScl had scarcely journeyed a day, before he 
came, towardg evening, to a very thick wood, when 
suddenly the little grizzly dwarf, with his long, white 
be-ar4, came up to him, and accosted him with "Whither 
now, Stoffel '." Stoffel wondored how Ihi- little pigmy 
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man should know his name, and he answered— 
" I have received my portion from my father, and am 
going to try my fortune in the world." "You could 
not, then, fall in with a better person than myself," 
said the other. "Give me your money; I will give 
you for it a golden donkey that is not to be bought 
again for any money. If you say to him " Donkey 
strike out! " he will kick out with all four feet, and 
then from each hoof there flies such a shower of 
goldf^u guineas, that it is just as if four caskets <^ 
gold had been emptied at your feet, iind you have 
nothing to do but gather it up." StofTel was highly 
delighted with this, and readily agreed, if it proved 
true, to strike the bargain. Tiien the ice-grey Ktfle 
man led him a short distance into the wood, and 
shewed him the stable where the golden donkey was. 
But Stoffe! was astonished when he entered it, for the 
stable was finer than any room that he bad ever I 
seen ; and tlie crib was of silver, and the trough of 
gold ; end the litter was made of fine unspun silk, 
instfead of straw ; and upon this the wonderful, golden 
donkey was lying". Ht; was small in stature, but ia 
all respects like an ordinary donkey. And he yna 
fond of thistles, like other donkies, and had some 
left in his manger. 

And the diminutive, grizzly man drove him up, 
and said — "Now, Stoll'el, fry if what I said be tme," 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 157 

And StoflSbl cried ''donkey strike out!'' and he 
kicked out with all four feet, and the gold pieces flew 
about the stable. And Stoffel, oveijoyed^t his good 
torttme, , gave the little man his money, and led his 
donkey homewards. 

'^ ^'But soon night overtook him, and so he turned 
into the first inn that he came to^ and it chanced to 
be the same at which his brother Hanns had put up. 
£s the host led his donkey into the stable, Stoffelsaid 
to t^^— *' Mr. Landlord, pray take grent care of my 
Utile b€^'/ and give him a good feather bed, instead 
df Straw, to lie on ; I will reward yon rii^Iy for it to- 
morrow; biit bewave that yon dont say to him 
^iiduAiey strike out!'' for if you do I will not be 
tiiiswerable fbr the consequences." This he did to 
lixtiniidate th^ landlord, and thought his donkey now 
^ure frbtn theft; '* for surely," said he, ^' he will not 
ventuire after fliat to say to the ass * donkey strike 
but!' and therefore will not know that he strikes 
dut gold peces from his hoof with every kick" 
- 'But^^ultid tii6 <»mtrary. No sooner was honest 
Stoflfel asleep, than down goes the landlord, accom- 
panied by his wife, into the bam, wh^re, through a 
grating in the door, they could peep into the stable. 
'' Here no accident can befall," said he ; "let him 
kick out as much as he will he cannot hurt me when 

I am behind this strong door.** "Pooh I what is 

p 
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there to hurt thee ? " rejomed the wife — *' say it at 
once ! I am curious to see what will happen." '*Bat 
if some ill should betide?" — said the host. Tbea 
his wife abused him, and Called him an old coward, 
and a chicken-hearted fellow, till at length he grew 
ashamed of hb cowardice, and so he plucked op all 
his courage and went to the grating in the door, and 
cried '' Donkey strike out!" and then ran away, as 
fast as his legs would carry Um, into the yard. Bat 
the wife's curiosity would not suffer her to run away, 
so she peeped through and saw what the donkey 
did. And she came running into the yard to her 
husband, laughing, and called to him, but in a yeij 
low voice, and bade him, more by signs than words, 
to go back into the l>am. *^ Did'nt I tell you ? " said 
she, *^ peep into the stable, and see what lies there 
upon the ground." And when he went and took up 
a handful of shining gold, she cried out to him, 
^' See ! what a grievous imsfortune ! Oh, if we had 
but such a one hanging Qver us every day ! " 

Then the landlord took off his woollen ci^, and 
threw it up into the air, till it touched the roof of 
the stable, and twirled himself round upon one leg, 
and cried, ** Hurrah ! now we are rich people ! now 
will I take another and a larger inn, and the donkey 
shall never again go out of my stable." 

** Aye, aye," said the wife, ** all that is very fine 
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and very soon said, hut the stranger will demand bis 
donkey to-morrow morning, and what wiil you do i 
You'll be compelled to deliver him up." " No, no, 
I tell thee, I will never let him go," cried the host 
hastily, " leave me alone to man^e it— O thou dear 
little golden donkey, I can never part with thee! — 
Do jou know what, wife? has not the miller yonder 
in the valley got just such another little donkey as 
this is i I'll run down quickly and buy it of him, and 
tell him that there Is a guest in my house who is 
anxious to have it, and will pay him handsomely for 
it ; and if I give him four of these gold pieces he will 
be ready enough to part with him, 1 warrant." 

And with that he ran out of the house and across 
the yard, and heranuriasfiistas he could till he came 
to the mill ; and he struck his bargain with the miller, 
and brought the little grey-coat with him. And 
when he reached home, his wife was still searching 
in the stable with a lantern, for she had made 
the donkey strike out a gretit many times, so that 
the poor little beast had sunk down upon his feather 
bed, exhausted willi fatigue. And she carefully 
leathered up all the gold pieces, that none might be 
there iu the morning to excite the stranger's 
suspicions. 

But as her htisband now returned bringing with 
him the miller's little donkey, her joy exceeded all 
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bounds, for she saw that he was as like the gold^i 
donkey as one egg. to another. 

They then led the golden donkey away, and con- 
cealed him in a cellar, under (he bard, where, in the 
summertime, they preserved their potatoes and irose* 
mary. And they tied the miller's donkey in his 
place, and then retired to bed. But they oDuld not 
sleep for a long while, for thinking of their good 
fortune; and when the wife did fall asleep, she 
dreamed of the golden ass, and cried, time after time, 
^' Donkey strike out ! " ^d when it was day-flight she 
awoke her husband with the exclamation of ** Jackass 
wake up!" fmr she could think of nothing but the 
jackass. 

And our good friend Stoffel also awoke early, foi' he 
could no more sleep than thi^y for thinking of the 
golden donkey. And when he reflected how great a 
man he should become in his own village, and what a 
noise his return would make, and how envious every 
body would be of his good fortune, he could not con- 
tain himself for joy. So he quickly dressed himself 
and went down stairs, and having paid for his lodging, 
took the donkey and did not perceive that he had be^i 
exchanged ; and he led him from thence to his home. 
He arrived at his native place before the 
evening bell ; and his father had fed the cows, and 
was just going up the steps to bis door, when be 
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chanced to espy his son Stoffel adtancing along the 
high road, driving long-ears before him. And when 
he approached nearer he called out to him — " Well> 
Stoffel, whence now sosoon? and in company too? have 
you made your fortune too already ? " "Yes, father/' 
answered Stoffel, as he drove his grey-coated com- 
panion before him into the yard. But his father was 
angry and said — " What !. have you given all your 
very portion for that limping jackass; and do you 
imagine that you have got a fortune in him V* ** Yes, 
dear father, and he is a fortune too,'* — and he tied his 
beast to the railing — " but do not be cross, father, 
I have been wiser than brother Hanns. — Go, now, 
however, I pray thee, and collect together all our 
kinsfolk and acquaintance and neighbours, and then 
my donkey shall perform his wonderful feat — a feat 
that I warrant you all will admire." " Aye, aye," 
said Xavier, " I can easily guess what kind of a feat 
that will be, that the whole village will laugh at you, 
as it happened to Hanns, who is now called Gros&' 
Uanns by every body for his pains. " Father/' re- 
plied Stoffel, " be at ease on that score, and do as I 
request : you will assuredly praise my sagacity, when 
you see the bargain I have made. We are rich, 
father, richer than Schulz, and richer than even the 
great Baron himself, who lives in the castle yonder. 
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on the top of the hill ; for this is no oidinaiy donkey 
that I have bought^— *it is a golden donkey." 

** A golden donkey ! " exclaimed the&thery asto- 
nishedy and shook his head, bat no longer wkfa the 
same increduUty, for he went down and examined 
the animal before ahd behind^ and on the right sktey 
and the left. And afterwards he went and sattmoned 
all his kinsfolk and neighbours, and brought them 
home widi him» relating to thein» by the way, how 
that his son Stoffel had brought home a golden ass, 
that would make them as wealth; as the great rieh 
Baron himself, and even wealthier. 

And when he came home, with his friends at his 
heels, the donkey was no longer in the yard, for it 
had by that time grown quite dark, and Stoffet had 
led him up into the parlour, and lighted a lamp; for he 
was fearful that some of the gold pieces might be 
lost in (he yard. As they were all now together in 
the room, StolSel made them stand in a ciix^le round 
the donkey, and he placed himself near grey-coat in 
the centre. And he said to them — ** Now then, 
mind what happens ! "^ Upon that he turned towards 
the ass, and cried — ''Donkey strike out!*^ but the 
donkey did not strike out. And he called out 
again — ** Donkey strike out!" but the dcmkey 
stood still, as before, and dropped his ears, and 
V^ved not a foot.. Then the neighbours began 
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to laugh in their sleeves — the father to grumble and 
scold — and Stoffel to fear that he should be exposed 
to ridicule and disgrace, like his brother Hanns. Grow- 
ing angry, he struck the stubborn donkey a hard blow 
npotk the back with his fist, and cried out again and 
louder '^ Donkey strike out ! " But the donkey took 
thig command, at last, in a wrong sense, for he stood 
upon hb fore feet, and struck out his hind legs as far 
as he could, braying, — '* Ekaw I ehaw ! ehaw /" so 
that poor Stoffel, who was unluckily standing close 
behind him, received such a kick from the donkey's 
hoofs that he was thrown down. Then the friends 
and kinsfolk and acquaintance burst out into a horse- 
laugh, and went away, rqoicing as they went to think 
that old Xavier had again made them such sport. 
And from that unlucky hour Stoffel was called by 
every body " Donkey Stoffel,'* and wherever he went 
the children bawled after him — *' Donkey I ehaw I 
ehaw / Donkey strike out / " and the more angry 
he grew, the more they teazed him. 

Then Stoffel went forth again with his donkey, and 
would have returned him to the little grizzly man in 
the wood ; but he could neither find the little man 
nor the stable. 

So he returned home, sorrowing, to his native 
village^ to work thenceforwsHrd as his father's labourer. 
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CHAP. III. 

It was now the youngest brother^s turn^ whose 
name, was Thomas. It came into his head, ako, 
that he should like to see the world, and to make his 
fortune, but better than his two elder brothers had 
done. So he went to his father, and demanded his 
inheritance. But his father was not willing to give 
it to him, for he said — '* Thomas, thoii hast always, 
from thine infancy, been more tractable than thy 
brothers ; be obedient unto, me, in this case also, and 
remain at home and pursue thine occupation honestly, 
that I may not live to see the^ disgraced and ndicoled, 
and hooted at by the children in the streets, as tjby 
brothers are.'' But Thomas answered bis fiather and 
besought him : — '' Do let me go, dear father ! and if 
the like should befall me that has happ^aed to my bro- 
thers, it will yet be well ; I shall be as glad then as if 
I had made my fortune. Indeed, father, I cannot 
any longer endure this : — ^you look upon me as your 
son, and upon my brothers as your servants, — and yet 
they are as much your sons as I am. If I should 
squander away my patrimony, like my brothers, then 
we shall be all equal again: — then you can tak^ us 
all in as your sons, or I will become your servant 
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also, and no longer be pr^erred before tbem,— for 
that is just." I 

Thomas's discourse pleased hu &ther, and he em- 
braced him and said-^"Yes, thou art right! Come 
thou shuH have thine inberitance also, and go out 
into the wide world." With that he opened his 
chest, and gave b!m his patrimony in gold, and let 
him go. 

And when all the villagers heard that old Xavier's 
third son bad set out to see the world, and to make 
his fortune, they said amongst themselves, " The old 
man himself must be of a weak tmderstaiiding, seeing 
that he so readily acquiesces in his sons' follies." 

litdeTbomas, however, had set out the same day, 
and arrived about sun-set at the thick dark wood, 
which seemed to have no end ; and suddenly lie little 
ice-grey pigmy man with his long silvery beard came 
up to him, at the place where the path is narrowest, 
and said^"Good evening Thomas." "Ah, how 
came you to know my name? " enquired Thomas with 
much surprize. " Oh, I have known you long, and 
many a day, and all about you too. I know that you 
have got your patrimony with you, and that you care 
not whether you make your fortune with it, or lose 
it like your brothers, because yon love your brothers, 
and do not wish to be better looked upon by yonr 
father than they are. Now, ifyouwillconfideinme. 
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give me your money, and I will give yon something 
for it that may do you great service in the woiUL* 
*' Aye, if I were sure of that," replied Thomas, "yo« 
should have my money directly, but what is it tlnl 
you intend to give me for it?" " I will give you a 
little Cudgel," replied the grizzly dwarf; " wheneva 
you carry it in your pocket, and you say, or anybody 
says, 'cudgel come forth,' it will jump out of 
your pocket, and pummel well those who do not 
mean well by you, until you yourself shall cry, 'cud- 
gel go in ! " 

This pleased little Tom mightily, and so he gave 
the little ice-grey man his money, and received in 
lieu of it the wonderful cudgel, which he carefully 
deposited in his pocket, and turned back to go home. 
Then the dwarf called after him as he went, — 
**Prythee put up at the next inn upon the road ; th^re 
you will find good lodging." 

And Thomas arrived at the inn just as night csane 
on ; however, as he had but a few pence in his pocket, 
he demanded only a piece of dry bread and a glass of 
beer for his supper, and then retired to rest. But ad 
he went out of the kitchen he said to the host and 
his wife—" Dont let anybody go into my chamber, 
by night, and cry, 'cudgel come out!' for something 
ill may betide." Upon that he went up stairs, and 
laid himself down, and fell asleep. 
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Theu as soon as he was gone the landlady said— " Did 
you mind that, husband! I'll warrant there's some- 
thing more to be gi3t; the stranger did not say that 
without some reason." " True," replied the husband, 
" I've half a mind to try it — but, wife, a cudgel's not 
a thing to be played with ! — it looks too suspicious." 
"Suspicious! nonsense!" answered the hostess — 
"Why, did'nt 'donkey strikeout' seem suspicious 
too! and yet you came to no harm. Whoknow.ii per- 
haps the cudgel may bring us yet more good fortune 
than the donkey — perhaps it may make people healthv, 
or even young again, as we read in the old story 
books." " Faith you may be right again," said the 
landlord, " we'll even try it once more." 

After waiting a little time, they crept up stairs into 
Thomas's room, and finding him asleep, approached 
near, and both cried out eagerly, "Cudgel come out ! " 
And instantly the cudgel leaped out of Thomas's 
pocket, and belaboured lustily, first the landlady's 
shoulders, then the landlord's, till they both roared 
out with pain, and awoke Thomas. But Thomas 
was heartily glad that they were thus handsomely 
punished for their curiosity, and he called out himself 
" Cudgel come forth!" Then the cudgel bounded 
with redoubled zeal and force about the shoulders of 
the luckless couple, and they ran screaming down the 
stairs. But the merciless cudgel was after them all 
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Theuassoonashe was gone the laudladj said — "Did 
yon mind that, husband? I'll warrant there's some- 
thing more to be giit; the stranger did not say that 
without some reason." " True," replied the husband, 
" I've half a raiod to try it — but, wife, a cudgel's not 
a thing to be played with ! — it looks too suspicious." 
"Suspicious! nonsense!" answered the hostess — 
"Why, did'nt 'donkey strikeout' seem suspicious 
too! and yetyou came to uo harm. Who knows? per- 
haps the cudgel may bring us yet more good fortune 
than the donkey —perhaps it may make people healthy, 
or even young again, as we read in the old story 
books." " Faith you may be right again," said the 
landlord, " we'll even try it once more." 

After waiting a little time, they crept upstairsinto 
Thomas's room, and linding him asleep, approached 
near, and both cried out eagerly, "Cudgel come out ! " 
And instantly the cudgel leaped out of Thomas's 
pocket, and belaboured lustily, first the landlady's 
shoulders, then the landlord's, till they both roared 
out with pain, and awoke Thomas, But Thomas 
was heartily glad that they were thus handsomely 
punished for their curiosity, and he called out himself 
" Cudgel come forth!" Then the cudgel bounded 
with redoubled zeal and force about the shoulders of 
the luckless couple, and they ran screaming down the 
stairs. But the merciless cudgel was after them all 
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took down (he table Trom the ass's back, and called hif 
father and his brothers. 

They came at his call, but they looked Doufoset). 
for they were afraid the aflto would end as before. 
Then Thomas aaid — "Table be covered!" and the 
liiblewasinstiintaiieoiislyspreiidivithcosth'and^aintv 
cli-ihes, and the incredulous multitade gaped and 
stared, scarcely crediting Ihe evidence of their sensee. 
A.nd Thomas said again "Donkty strikeout !" aodthfe 
donkey struck ont, mid the gold piece* flew about; 
and many of the children who had just before hootMl 
atand ridiculed him, now stooped down to search fin 
some of the shining guineas. But Thomas s^d-.^ 
"Cudgel come forth!" and the cudgel came ovt 
of his pocket, and whirled about amongst the 
crowd, and did not fail to fail smartly upon tbe backs 
of such as most deserved it. And as they scamnered 
away, the cudgel flew after them all through thti 
village, and caused a great deal of laughing, aa^ 
screaming, and crying, and made many a back blaoUj 
and blue, before Tliomas said " Cudgel go : 

And when all the scoifers were gone, Thomas gBTf 
to his brother Hanns the magic table, and to 
brother SlofTel the golden donkey, for he 
"What belongs to you shall be yours, and I will 
keep it from you." Then his father and his brothf 
lell upon hia neck, and thanked him heartily, ai 



said-- 



THB 'THRfi'E »BiitOTHBS(S. 171 



took awajF.i9acb^hfe''§^t.'<<'Aiid^fvoiir thatiday- tliejr 
sat dowD together, and lived on id time lirotherfy 
usiofii;: and tike magic tabid watt ofte&ocmmanded to 
bei.fx>vfered;..uid/:tli» dutilrryitDtitrifce ont^ bnt the 
oUd^ wa^ n^oiii called SMi from it» hiding place. 

AnA «i> ik»y oontiiraedi to - grow ridber 'and rick^^ 
bymeao^ «ftkeg<>Uend«Bl^o»d»»btedma»7of 
th«ir neighbours- in their distresses^ by. < degiees 
Hanns losil thenidc-name of Gross-Hanns (which 
means Bmggadocio), and all the villagers iq>oke with 
reverence of the donkey EhanOy and nobody called 
Stc^d *' Donkey StoffeV any more. Bnt when Tho- 
mas walked along the village^ all who met him pnHed 
off their hats to him as he passed ; and when he was 
gone by, they pointed him -out to their children and 
told them, '* Look ! he it was who brought home the 
magic table and the golden donkey to his brothers ; 
he himself carries the Avenging Cudgel in his 
podtet; be good, therefore, and have a care, lest he 
let it out upon you ; for then the blows will fiaU as 
thick as hail." 

And long after the magic table had been broken to 
pieces, and the gold^i donkey had died, as all don- 
kies must, and Thomas had been buried, and the 
cudgel itself destroyed, the people of that village 
CQntinued to warn their children of the cudgel. 
And the childreai, wh^ithey heard tell thestory^ grew 
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afraid of the cudgel/ and became good childven, 
tractable and obedimt. 

But in these days the story is ahnost foigotten, 
and that is the xeason there are so many naughty 
children eyerywhere. Be careful, nevertheless, and 
ridicule nobody who quietly pursues his way : for who 
knows? perhaps it may be another Thomas with a 
cudgel in his pocket. 
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